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MEMORANDUM

TO: Honorable Chair and Members of the School Board
Chair and Members of the Audit Committee

FROM: Teresa Michaels, Inspector General /@J\

DATE: February 3, 2023

SUBJECT:  Transmittal of Final Investigative Report: Forest Hill Community High School
Case #21-0014-1 Financial Athletic Supplements

In accordance with School Board Policy 1.092 we hereby transmit the above-referenced final
report.

The report addresses the following allegation(s):

1. Math Teacher Ryan Wells, Single School Culture Coordinator Lauren Burk and
Spanish/Avid Teacher Laura Hayden enlisted staff members that did not coach a sport to
collect and receive the 2020-21 annual athletic coaches supplement. Staff members who
received a supplement transferred a portion of those funds through a mobile payment
service to Mr. Wells and Ms. Burk as a payment, thus, the Allegation was Substantiated.

2. Principal Esther Rivera approved athletic assistant coaches’ supplements for employees
that did not coach the pertinent sport, hence enabling staff to misappropriate monies, the
Allegation was Substantiated.

The report is finalized and will be posted on the Inspector General’s website;
https://www.palmbeachschools.org/about_us/reports_and_publications/inspector_general _reports.
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An Equal Education Opportunity Provider and Employer
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Teresa Michael, inspector General
Office of Inspector General
School District of Palm Beach County

THIS REPORT MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS CONFIDENTIAL OR
EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. DO NOT RELEASE
WITHOUT PRIOR COORDINATION WITH THE OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

From June 11, 2021, to September 17, 2021, the Office of Inspector General staff
conducted interviews and reviewed pertinent documentation and records related to an
anonymous allegation. As a result of the investigation, OIG staff determined Forest Hill
Community High School (FHCHS), Math Teacher Ryan Wells, Single School Culture
Coordinator Lauren Burk, and Spanish Teacher Laura Hayden did violate School Board
Policies, 2.61 Fraud, 3.02 Code of Ethics, Administrative Policies and Procedures of the
Payroll/Accounting Services Department, the Collective Bargaining Agreement between
the School Board of Palm Beach County, Florida and The Palm Beach County Classroom
Teachers Association (CTA), and School District Bulletin #P-14495-CLS/K12C regarding

Guidelines for Club and Sports Supplements.

Wells received $1,344 of a $2,124 bowling supplement from Blum via a mobile payment
service on December 11, 2020, and transferred $1,913 to Lauren Burk (bowling
supplement) on the same day Principal Rivera said she was aware that Lauren Burk
assisted the Bowling Team, and that she approved all athletic supplements. Lauren Burk
became an administrator as a Single School Culture Coordinator in February 2020 and
was not approved to receive a 2020-21 Seasonal Supplement per Principal Rivera. The
2020-21 FHCHS Seasonal Supplement List confirms that Principal Rivera did not approve
of Burk receiving a bowling supplement, knowing that Burk assisted the bowling team.
However, despite Burk not being approved to receive a bowling supplement, Wells
provided Burk the bowling supplement through a mobile payment service. This alone
shows that Wells and Burk undermined Principal Rivera authority to receive the bowling
supplement. Furtherance, another employee who was not an administrator could have
been given the opportunity to be selected to earn a supplement. See Figures 1a, 1b, and
1 inappropriate bowling suppiement from Blum to Welis to Burk.

Figure 1a
Sport Staff(s) who Actually - Staff who received | Staff who received | Staff who
Performed Duties as Coach = monies from District a Transfer of | received monies
- Payroll Department = monies through a | for coaching but
| for Coaching Cash-App _ did not
| coach/participate
{ { in Sport
Bowling Lauren Burk & Ryan Wells Anjelica Blum Ryan Wells & Anjelica Blum
Lauren Burk
~Wrestling Leslie Toussaint Laura Hayden Lauren Burk Lauren Burk &
Laura Hayden
Soccer Lauren Burk Ryan Wells l.auren Burk
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Figure 1b
Staff _ |lssue | Policy/Rule Examples of Potential Risk/lssues
Burk & Wells Coached Bowling without F.S. 1012.28. (1) 1). Given the opportunity another employee may have
Principal's Approval. and (3) Duties of been chosen.
School Principals & 2). Liability/Risk Management issues of unapproved
SBP-1.014.1.2. coach.
Responsibilities 3). Undermines Principal's Authority/Judgement
of Principals
Blum Authorized Bowling Coach- SBP-2.61.3.d.f. 1). Given the opportunity ancther employee may have
received Bowling Supplement | Fraud Been chosen.
but did not Coach Bowling. 2). Liability/Risk Management issues of unapproved
coach.
3). Undermines Principal's Authority/Judgement
Hayden & Authorized Wrestling Coach- | SBP-2.61.3.d.f. 1). Given the opportunity another employee may have
Burk received Wrestling Fraud been chosen.
supplement but did not 2). Liability/Risk Management issues of unapproved
Coach Wrestling. Coach.
3). Undermines Principal's Authority/Judgement.
4). Received payment for work not performed,
Burk Coached Soccer without FS1012.28. (1) and 1). Given the opportunity another employee may have
Principal's Approval. (3) Duties of School been chosen.
Principals & 2). Liability/Risk Management issues of unapproved
SBP-1.014.1.2. coach.
Responsibilities 3). Undermines Principal's Authority/Judgement.
of Principals
Figure 1
) R 7 7~
( éitggttg:r Principal secretary r Through maobile Through mobile .
Riouok submltg coaches list to payment service, payment service, Bu_rk_ls an
sutbpits principal. Principal Blum transferred Wells transferred administrator
athletic Rivera mistakenly $1,344 of the $1,913 bowling not approved
EBacHas it approved Blum to $2,124 bowling supplement to to receive a
for payment to receive a $2,124 supplement to Burk on bowling
the principal's Bowling Supplement Wells on December December 11, supplement
December 7, 2020 11, 2020 2020
secretary
. 7 " \ g b,

Hayden is the cross-country head coach. Wells asked Hayden if she would assist with
coaching soccer. Hayden agreed but realized a week later that the two sports (cross-
country/soccer) overlapped and that she would not help the soccer program. To replace
Hayden as the assistant soccer coach Wells asked Burk to assist the soccer program. In
error, Hayden received a $2,757 wrestling supplement on March 12, 2021. Hayden was
not the wrestling coach. Principal Rivera and Athletic Director Ronald Kotouch said Leslie
Toussaint was the wrestling coach, and Toussaint did not submit documentation on behalf
of Hayden as an assistant wrestling coach. The FHCHS 2020-21 Seasonal Supplement
List confirms Toussaint received the wrestling head coach supplement of $3.611 on
March 1, 2021. Moving forward, on March 23, 2021, Hayden facilitated a mobile payment
transaction to transfer the inappropriate $2,757 wrestling supplement to Burk. Principal
Rivera did not approve Burk to receive an assistant coach’s wrestling supplement due to
her position as an administrator. However, despite Burk not being approved by Principal
Rivera to receive a supplement, Hayden provided Burk with the inappropriate wrestling
supplement through a mobile payment service. The mobile payment transaction receipt
between Hayden and Burk shows a transference of $1,800 of the $2,757 wrestling
supplement and a photo of Hayden's comments stating. “The best wrestling coach out

there.”

School District of Palm Beach County | Office of Inspector General '
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Hayden said if she were aware that Burk was an administrator, she would not have
facilitated a mobile payment of the wrestling supplement to Burk. Hayden was not the
approved wrestling coach, and the wrestling supplement she received was an error.
Hayden did not inform the Principal or District payroll officials about the wrestling
supplement. Hayden knowingly transferred the inappropriate wrestling supplement she
received to Burk, who was not approved to receive a supplement. Hayden and Burk were
fully aware that they did not coach wrestling and should not have receive a wrestling
supplement. Hayden and Burk undermined Principal's Rivera authority to receive
payment for work not performed. See Figure 2, an inappropriate wrestling supplement
from Hayden to Burk.

Figure-2
™~ 7 Principal secretary i — ‘
i T submits coaches list to Through a mobile ;

@L’Eﬁ:;ggﬁ:ﬁr the principal. Principal payment service, 5 En?llrrfllsi rZ?or

coanhies liskfor Rivera erroneously Hayden transferred nat appreved

avmentto tha approved Hayden to $1,800 of the to re?:give A

P yrinci als receive a $2,757 $2,757 wrestling wresthi
gecrel:t)a wrestling supplement on supplement to Burk - Iemegnt
& March 12, 2021, Hayden on March 23, 2021 PP

) \is not the wrestling coach / \ )

Y

Burk is an administrator (Single School Culture Coordinator) whom Principal Rivera did
not approve to receive an athletic supplement. District's PeopleSoft Personnel Records
shows that a Single School Culture Coordinator is categorized as an administrative S2
position. District's Athletic Manger Valerie Miyares confirmed with the District's payroll
Department that administrative level personnel are ineligible for supplements (Exhibit
14). However, Burk assisted the bowling and soccer programs. The Collective Bargaining
Agreement between the School Board of Palm Beach County, Florida and The Classroom
Teachers Association (CTA), Appendix-B states in part, “District may fill the position with
an employee assigned to a different work site or with personnel not in the T-bargaining
unit.” The Director of Accounting Services Nancy Samuels reaffirms the CTA's directive
saying the Principal is permitted to have other employees fulfill a coaches’ position.
Principal Rivera is the sole administrator responsible for approving supplements payable
to athletic coaches. Principal Rivera did not authorize Hayden or Wells to facilitate a
mobile service transaction of the wrestling and bowling supplements to Burk. Principal
Rivera said she was aware of Burk assisting the bowling program, but was not aware of
Burk assisting the soccer program. Principal Rivera did not approve Burk to receive a
bowling supplement. However, despite Principal Rivera's disapproval of Burk receiving
bowling and soccer supplements, Burk received two supplement payments facilitated
through a mobile payment service from Wells and Hayden. District Code of Ethics Policy
3.02.4 g, states in part, “each employee agrees and pledges to avoid conflicts of interest
or any appearance of impropriety.” District's PeopleSoft Personnel Records show that
Burk, Hayden, and Wells reside at the same residence. Wells indicated to the OIG that

he and Burk are in a relationship.

The allegation that Mr. Wells listed staff that did not coach a sport in the school year 2020-
21, but collected seasonal assistant coaches’ supplements, and the staff who received

School District of Palm Beach County | Office of Inspector General |
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the supplements transferred a portion of the funds through a mobile payment service to
Mr. Wells and Ms. Burk as payment was Substantiated.

During the investigation, the OIG identified the following allegation against Principal
Esther Rivera. Principal Rivera violated Florida Statute 1012.28(1) and (3) and School
Board Policy 1.014 by erroneously approving athletic assistant coaches’ supplements for
employees that did not coach the pertinent sports, thus unintentionally enabling staff to
ultimately misappropriate monies was Substantiated.

On December 7, 2021, OIG staff forwarded a copy of the draft report to Principal Esther
Rivera, Math Teacher Ryan Wells, Single School Culture Coordinator Lauren Burk, and
Spanish Avid Teacher Laura Hayden for a response by January 14, 2022. On January
12, 2022, Math Teacher Ryan Wells responded via email. This response has been
transcribed in its entirety and attached as (Exhibit 17). On January 14, 2022,
Spanish/Avid Teacher Laura Hayden responded via email. This response has been
transcribed in its entirety and attached as (Exhibit 18). On January 14, 2022, Principal
Esther Rivera responded via email. This response has been transcribed in its entirety and
attached as (Exhibit 19). On January 14, 2022, Single School Culture Coordinator Lauren
Burk review responded via email. This response has been transcribed in its entirety and
attached as (Exhibit 20). A review of the responses reveals the following.

“Ryan Wells,
January 11, 2022

Response to case 21-0014-/
Please include this statement in the final report of the above mentioned investigation.

After reviewing this report in its entirety, | would like to state my involvement as it
is not clearly stated in the report by the inspector general. | was the bowling coach in 2020
which there is only one stipend. Ms. Blum received this stipend and then transferred it to
me as | was the correct recipient of this stipend. In retrospect, we should have handled
this situation differently by having Ms. Blum return the stipend to the district and then it
being sent to me. | understand the way we did this was incorrect but the money did end
up with the person who was the coach. Ms. Burk kindly volunteered with bowling. |
decided that | would give her part of my deserved stipend (not a second stipend) as she
helped at all the bowling matches. As the report states, this stipend was given to Blum by
mistake so | am not sure how the findings can state this is a kickback scheme or that |
enlisted others fo receive and underserved stipend..

In regard to the soccer stipend, the report correctly states that | told the athletic
director that Ms. Hayden was going to be the assistant coach. When she was unable to
fulfill this duty | told the athletic director that Ms. Burk would be taking Ms. Hayden’s role
as assistant coach. This is also stated in the report. As both of these statements are in
the report, again, | am not sure how the inspector general is able to make the claim that
there is evidence of a kickback scheme or that | enlisted others as | was not involved with

School District of Palm Beach County | Office of inspector General o
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stipend disbursement, did not receive any of this stipend, nor did | claim people were
coaching that were not actually coaching.

Sincerely,

Ryan Wells” [sic] (Exhibit 17).

“Laura Hayden,
Response to Draft Report for Office of Inspector General

Case No. 21-0014.1
Forest Hill Community High School Misappropriation/Athletic Supplements

After reviewing the draft report, | would like fo address the following concemns, as
I believe some findings by the Inspector General are inaccurate. These are discrepancies
from the figures and exhibits, and the follow-up notes by the Inspector General.

| never approached the wrestling coach (Touissant), Athletic Director (Kotouch), or
Principal (Rivera) to enlist myself as the wrestling coach. As the report also states that
Ms. Rivera gave the stipend by mistake. If | was not listed on this document and the
principal admits to her error, this cannot be evidence of a kickback scheme or enlisting
others.

At the start of soccer season | did agree with the head boy’s soccer coach, Ryan
Wells, to be his assistant coach. During this time, | was still in season as the girl’s cross
country coach. The season was extended to make up for the late start of the school year
due to COVID-19. Therefore, the two sports (cross country, a fall sport, and soccer, a
winter sport) overlapped and | could no longer commit to helping Ryan Wells. In turn,
Lauren Burk stepped in and took over as the boy's assistant soccer coach.

I am not an employee with access to payroll or inputting stipends. If a closer look
is taken at the exhibits that the Inspector General included in the draft report, the stipend
I received was in my paycheck on March 12, 2021 while all other winter sports stipends
were batched and received on March 1, 2021. If the stipend | received was entered weeks
later, it must have been done purposely by an administrator with access as all other winter

stipends had already been dispersed.

When [ received the stipend in my paycheck and its description read WRESTLING
JV COACH (WINTER) HS, | mistakenly presumed athletic stipends could be allocated as
needed by the principal based on her coaching needs. This has occurred multiple times
in past with coaches” [Sic] (Exhibit 18).
‘Esther Rivera,
January 14, 2022

Re 21-0014-1

To Whom It May Concemn:

School District of Palm Beach County | Office of Inspector General 5
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In Response lo investigative Report #21-0014-] from the Office of Inspector General in
the School District of Palm Beach County regarding Allegation #2:

Forest Hill Community High School (FHCHS) Principal Esther Rivera violated Florida
Statute 1012.28(1) and (3) Public School Personnel, Duties of School Principals, and
School Board Policy, 1.014.1.2. Responsibilities of Principals by erroneously approving
athletic assistant coaches supplements for employees that did not coach the pertinent
sports, thus enabling staff to ultimately to misappropriate monies.

| agree that | "erroneously” approved athletic supplements for employees that did not
coach the pertinent sport. I do not agree that this action resulted in “enabling staff to
misappropriate funds” through the use of cash-apps and other methods in exchanging
monies not merited between other staff members. Additionally, it is imperative that this
investigation provides a foundation for a universal systems-based approached to be
created by the School District of Palm Beach County when School Principals are
approving athletic stipends as currently there is none existing district-wide. Since | learned
of my error, prior to this investigation commencing, | contacted the Depariment of
Professional Standards and my instructional superintendent to make them aware of the
mistake. Lastly, | created a school-based system in which coaches must acknowledge
the responsibilities of their coaching positions provide evidence of practices and games
and maintain records of students/staff involved in order to receive a stipend.

Sincerely,

Esther M. Rivera
Principal” [sic] (Exhibit 19)

“Lauren Burk
Good evening,

Please include the below response in the 21-0014-I/FHCHS Report.

Thank you for the opportunity to review the draft of report 21-0014-I/FHCHS. Though |
respect the findings of the Investigator, | would like to state a few items in this report that
are incorrect and written in a negative connotation by the Investigator.

In multiple places within the report, the Investigator states that the stipend list my former
Principal, Ms. Esther Rivera, submitted, “disapproved” of me receiving any stipends as |
was the Single School Culture Coordinator (SSCC) at the school at the time of this
investigation. This stipend list is a list of coaches' names and what sport they are
coaching. It is not a document of notes stating who is approved or not approved for
stipends. This list does not state that | requested and was denied a stipend as the
Investigator eluded. Also, at no point did | ask Ms. Rivera or anyone to provide me with
a stipend for any sport while | was the Single School Culture Coordinator. It is also
important to note that the IG states | was paid stipends in 2020 after becoming SSCC for

School District of Palm Beach County | Office of Inspector General |
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work | had completed as a coach and sponsor prior fo becoming SSCC within the same
school year. Per Human Resources, it was appropriate for me to receive these stipends;
however, the Investigator contacted the Manager of Athletics rather than Human
Resources to confirm if the payments were acceptable.

In regard to the money that was sent to me for coaching both bowling and soccer: | told
Mr. Ryan Wells that | would assist him with the Fall bowling team, as | had the previous
year, and soccer when Ms. Laura Hayden found she could no longer do so. There is only
one bowling stipend per school. Mr. Wells was kind enough to send me some of his
stipend though | did not request or expect this money. Also, as stated above, | did not
receive an additional stipend, but rather | was given some of Mr. Wells’ as he saw fit. In
regard to soccer, Ms. Hayden stated to me that she received a stipend that she believed
was for soccer as she was initially the Assistant Coach for soccer before telling Mr. Wells
she could not assist. Ms. Hayden knew that | had supported Mr. Wells with the soccer
team throughout the entire season and she sent me her stipend though ! did not request
it from her. The Investigator states that | enlisted people to receive stipends. At no point
did | ask for or expect any stipends for helping these two teams.

Additionally, in the ten years | worked at Forest Hill Community High School, | coached
and sponsored various activities each year. Never have | received money for work that |
did not complete or enlist others to provide me money.

With appreciation,
Lauren Burk [Sic] (Exhibit 20)

RECOMMENDATIONS

During the investigation, the following management issues were observed and are
referred to Principal Esther Rivera and Director of Professional Standards Vicki Evans-

Pare for review and consideration.

e The OIG acknowledges that Principal Rivera had taken steps to ensure that the
Assistant Principal over athletics, Athletic Director, and all athletic coaches, staff
members, and volunteers receive training regarding supplements for extracurricular
athletics.

e The OIG recommends the Superintendent review School Board Bulletin #P-14495-
CLS/K12 Guidelines for Club and Sports Supplements, as the bulletin was last
updated on January 16, 2013." The Collective Bargaining Agreement between the
School Board of Palm Beach County Classroom Teachers Association Appendix
B-Supplements does not explain or indicate any duties or responsibilities of the
Athletic Directors within District schools.?

1 School Bulletin #P-14495-CLS/K12 Guidelines for Club and Sports Supplements
? The Collective Bargaining Agreement Between The School Board of Palm Beach County, Florida and The Palm Beach County

teacher association
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o The OIG recommends that FHCHS leadership staff create a school operational
plan (SOP) to define and describe the responsibilities of the Athletic Director (AD).
The aims are to provide the AD with detailed instructions on carrying out all job-
related tasks, including the coaches’ assignment, monitoring athletic programs,
and disbursement of supplements. Listed below are recommended procedural
processes to guide leadership with the review of seasonal supplements paid to

athletic coaches:

» Head athletic coaches complete and submit daily or weekly
attendance logs to the Athletic Director (AD) to demonstrate
assistant athletics coaches’ and students’ attendance.

» The AD verifies attendance logs completed by head coaches
and forwards them to the appropriate Assistant Principal (AP).

» The appropriate AP reviews the attendance logs and forwards
them to the Principal. The Principal reviews the attendance
logs before authorizing supplement payments to athletic
coaches.

» Procedure with associated forms are developed as to wherein
staff sign and affirm that they are actively participating and
performing the duties related to the specified supplement.

This page left blank intentionally
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INVESTIGATIVE PREDICATE

On June 11, 2021, the School District of Palm Beach County, Office of Inspector General
(OIG) received an anonymous complaint via the OIG Hotline regarding alleged
misconduct by Forest Hill Community High School (FHCHS) Math Teacher Ryan Wells,
Single School Culture Coordinator Lauren Burk, and Spanish Teacher Laura Hayden. it
is alleged that Mr. Wells allegedly listed staff members as assistant coaches despite the
staff members not coaching a sport. The staff members then collected 2020-21 seasonal
assistant coaches’ supplements. The staff member who received the supplement
allegedly then transferred a portion of those supplements through a mobile payment
service to Mr. Wells and Ms. Burk as payment (Allegation 1).

In the additional allegation, Principal Rivera erroneously approved athletic assistant
coaches’ supplements for employees that did not coach the pertinent sports, thus
unintentionally enabling staff to ultimately misappropriate monies (Allegation 2).

The OIG investigation concluded that Allegation 1 and Allegation 2 were substantiated.
The investigative findings of the Allegations will be discussed in detail later in this report.

BACKGROUND

Forest Hill Community High School (FHCHS) is a District school located at 6901 Parker
Avenue, West Palm Beach, FL 33405. The total school enroliment is 2,463, with a 19:3
Student-Teacher Ratio. The school serves high school students for grades 9-12.3 Esther
Rivera has been the Principal at FHCHS since 2019. Ryan Wells has been a Math
Teacher at FHCHS since 2015. Lauren Burk has been the Single School Culture
Coordinator at FHCHS since 2020. Laura Hayden has been a Spanish Teacher at

FHCHS since 2007 .4

FHCHS 2020-21 athletic programs consist of 14 of the 19 Florida High School Athletic
Association (FHSAA) extracurricular sporting activities. FHCHS athletics did not
participate in the following sports: Water Polo, Lacrosse, Golf, Softball, and Beach
Volleyball. FHSAA extracurricular sporting practices and District sanctioned events occur
after school operating hours and are categorized into seasonal groups, Fall Sports, Winter
Sports, Spring Sports, and Summer Sports 5

Approximately $147,221.96 was paid to FHCHS athletic coaches for the 2020-21 school
year (See Tables 1-4). The FHCHS 2020-21 Seasonal Supplement List shows that 37
coaches who coached one or more sports were paid an annual supplement ranging from
$731.50 to $4,532 between December 2020 and May 2021. Of the 37 coaches, 12
coached various seasonal sports and received multiple supplements (Exhibit 1). The 12

3Palm Beach County School District
* Palm Beach County School District PeopleSoft Personnel Records
5 Florida High School Athletic Association/FHSAA.COM
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coaches that received multiple supplements are highlighted with the color yellow in tables

2-4.
Table 1
FHCHS 2020-21 Seasonal Athletic Supplements

Athletic Seasons = Annual Supplement Amount
i Paid
Fall Sports $54,295.46
Winter Sports $51,916.00
Spring Sports $41,010.50
Total: $147,221.96
Table 2
FHCHS 2020-21 Fall Sports Seasonal Supplement List
3 Name #of Sport Coached Supplement Supplement
Sports Received Amount
Coached
1. Anjelica Blum 1 Bowling-Fall Sport | 12-07-20 $2.124.00
2. Laura Hayden 1 Cross-Country-Fall Sport 12-07-20 $2,410.00
3. Justin Boruch 1 Cross-Country-Fall Sport 12-07-20 $2,410.00
4. Jude Blessington 1 *Football-Fall/Spring Sport | 12-07-20 & 05-10-20 $4,266.46
5. | Dwayne McClendon 1 Football-Fall Sport 01/04/21 $2,693.50
6. Brian Pulaski 1 *Football-Fall/Spring Sport | 12-07-20 & 05-10-21 $3,325.00
7’ Kyle Lawrence 1 *Football-Fall/Spring Sport | 12-07-20 & 05-10-21 $3,325.00
8. James Basford 1 *Football-Fall/Spring Sport | 12-07-20 & 05-10-21 $3,325.00
9. Evan Willlems 1 | “Footbali-FallSpring Sport | 12-07-20 & 05-10-21 $3.325.00
10. Vincent DeAquila 1 | *Football-Fall/Spring Sport | 12-07-20 & 05-10-21 $3,325.00
11. Ronald Mack 1 Football-Fall Sport 01-04-21 $2,593.50
12. Mathew Graham 1 *Football-Fall/Spring Sport | 12-07-20 & 05-10-21 $3,325.00
13. Tina Murphy 1 Swimming-Fall Sport 12-07-20 $3,611.00
14. Kimberly Prisino 1 Volleyball-Fall Sport(g) 12-07-20 $3,611.00
15. Ashley O'Brien 1 Velleyball-Fali Spori(g) 12-07-20 $2,124.00
16. Emma Kapusta 1 Volleyball-Fall Sport(g) 12-07-20 $2,124.00
L Genene Kinder 1 Cheerleader-Fail Sport : 12-07-20 $1,805.00
18. Macison Kinder 1 Cheerleader-Fall Sport 12-07-20 $1,062.00
18. Ryan Welis 1 Fall Sport/Female® 12-07-20 $3,611.00
Total: | $54,295.46
Table 3
FHCHS 2020-21 Winter Sports Seasonal Supplement List
# Name | # of Sports Sport Coached ' Supplement Supplement
| Coached : Received Amount
1 Anjelica Blum | 1 Winter Gender’ 03-01-21 $2,124.00
2 Laura Hayden 1 Wrestling-Winter Sport 03-12-21 $2.757.00
2, Tony Watson 1 Basketball-Winter Sport 03-01-21 $4,5632.00
4. Nicolas Orlando 1 Basketball-Winter Sport 05-24-21 $4,532.00
5. Shawn Martin 1 Baskethall-Winter Sport 03-01-21 $2,124.00
6. Westley Shelton 1 Basketball-Winter Sport 03-01-21 $3,325.00
7 ‘Ryan Neni Tayior 1 BasketbaiWinter Spert 03-01-21 $3.325.00
8. Karlvyn Louis-Charles 1 Basketball-Winter Sport 03-01-21 $2,124.00
9. Clayton Williams 1 Basketball-Winter Sport 03-01-21 $2,124.00
10. Genene Kinder 1 | Cheerleader-Winter Sport 03-01-21 $1,805.00
11. Madison Kinder 1 | Cheerleader-Winter Sport 03-01-21 $1.062.00
1z Liliana Sanchez 1 Soccer-Winter Sport 03-01-21 $3,611.00
13. Rehana Seeden Vargas 1 Soccer-Winter Sport 03-01-21 $2,757.00
14. Nihara Sedeen 1 Soccer-Winter Sport 03-01-21 $2,124.00
15 Ryan Wells 1 Soccer-\Winter Sport 83-01-21 $3.611.00 |
16. | Isias Elon Truijillo Trobos 1 Soccer-Winter Sport 03-01-21 $2,757.00
7. Caiflin Schubiger 1 Winter Gender Equity® 83-p1-2t $3611.00
18. Leslie Toussaint 1 Wrestling — Winter Sport 03-01-21 $3.611.00
Total: $51,916.00

SFall sport/female — one time seasonal assigned dollar amount for coaching a female varsity sport
"Winter gender sport ~ one time seasonal assigned dollar amount for coaching a boys varsity basketball sport
SWinter Gender Equity — assigned dollar amount for female sports

School District of Palm Beach County | Office of Inspector General
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Table 4
FHCHS 2020-21 Spring Sports Seasonal Supplement List
# Name | # of Sports Sport Coached Supplement | Supplem |
Coached Received | ent
Amount |
1 Anjelica Blum | Tl Flag Football-Spring Sport | 05-10-21 $3.611.00 |
2 Laura Hayden 1 Track & Field-Spring Sport 05-10-21 $3,611.00
3 Evan Williams 1 Track & Field-Spring Spont 05-10-21 $2,124.00
4. Kimberly Prisino 1 Volleyball-Spring Sport (b) | 01-15-21 & 05-10-21 $3.611.00
5. Ashley O'Brien 1 Volleyball-Spring Spori(b) 05-10-21 | $2,124.00
6. Emma Kapusta 2 | Volleyball/Flag Football-Spring | 01-15-21 & 05-10-21 $5,514.00
1 Ryan Nani Taylor 1 Tennis-Spring Sport 05-10-21 $2,124.00
8. Liliana Sanchez 1 Tennis-Spring Sport 05-10-21 $3,141.50
10. Juan A. Galvez 1 Tennis-Spring Sport 05-10-21 $2,410.00
11, Caitlin Schubiger 1 Weightlifting-Spring Sport 05-10-21 $2.124.00 |
12. Earl Miliken 1 Baseball-Spring Sport 05-10-21 $3,611.00
13. Josue Guiterrez 1 Baseball-Spring Sport 06-07-21 $2,757.00
14. | Anjelica Echeverria 1 Flag Football-Spring Sport 05-10-21 $2,124.00
15. Maura Withington 1 Track & Field-Spring Sport 05-24-21 $2,124.00
Total: $41,010.50

ALLEGATION 1

It is alleged that Math Teacher Ryan Wells, Single School Culture Coordinator Lauren
Burk and Spanish Teacher Laura Hayden violated School Board Policies, 2.61.3.d.f.
Fraud,3.02.5.c.f.i. Code of Ethics, School Board Administrative Policies and Procedures
of the Payroll/Accounting Services, Page-15, paragraphs 2 & 4, The Collective Bargaining
Agreement between the School Board of Palm Beach County, Florida and the Palm
Beach County Classroom Teachers Association, Appendix B — Supplements, subsection-
3, and School District Bulletin #P-14495-CLS/K12C, Guidelines for Club and Sports
Supplement; by listing staff members who did not coach a sport to collect and receive the
2020-21 annual athletic coaches supplement. Staff members who received a supplement
later transferred a portion of those funds through a mobile cash app to Mr. Wells and Ms.

Burk as payment.

Per School Board Policy 2.61.3.d.and f., Fraud:

) Definition: Fraud is a willful or deliberate act or omission by which an
individual intends to unlawfully deprive the District through an
unauthorized benefit, service, property, or something of value by
deception, misrepresentation, or other unethical or unfawful means.
Fraud acts include, but are not limited to:

d.  Authorizing or receiving compensation for time not worked.
f.  Misappropriation of funds or impropriety in handling or reporting of
money or financial transactions of the District;”

Per School Board Policy 3.02.5.c.f.i, Code of Ethics:

“5. Ethical Standards
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&, Misrepresentation or Falsification — We are committed to candor in our
work relationships, providing other Board employees, including
supervisors, senior staff, and Board members, with accurate, reliable,
and timely information. Employees should exemplify honesty and
integrity in the performance of their official duties for the School
District. Unethical conduct includes but is not limited to:

B Public Funds and Property — We are committed to ensuring that
District facilities, equipment, supplies, or other District resources are
used for District purposes only. Except for occasional and incidental
personal use, we will not tolerate improper use of public resources
and will report and reimburse the District for costs associated with
personal use. The provisions herein shall not be applicable fto
community or public use of District facilities pursuant to School Board
Policy 7.18 (Community Use of School Facilities). Employees
entrusted with public funds and property should honor that trust with
a high level of honesty, accuracy, and responsibility. Unethical
conduct includes, but is not limited to:

/. Failing to use public or school-related funds and School Board
property for School District purposes and in a manner specified by
School Board Policy, administrative procedures or guidelines or by
federal or state laws;

Per the Policies & Procedures Payroll/Accounting Services Department Manual,
Year-Round and Seasonal Supplements, Page-15, 2 & 4 paragraphs state in part:

"The District pays many additional salary items to teachers for the
second year as either recurring year-round supplement or a one-time
payment. These supplements are negotiated and clearly defined in
the CTA contract. They include activities such as team leaders,
department grade chairs and club sponsors as well as coaching of
district sports teams, which require various certifications including
CPR and First Aid. A developed custom process is used for the
payment of these items.

The district seasonal supplements are paid three times per year,
basically after each sports season completes. They fall into one of
the following: Fall, Winter, Spring/Summer. The program contains
edits that will not allow entry if an employee does not meet the
required qualifications. The schools have a deadline for data entry
for the payment of each season. If data is entered by the deadline,
the payment is loaded to payroll in a batch process. The schools can
still enter after the deadline, and payrolls load any of these residual
items during subsequent processing. Once payments have been
loaded to payroll, they are not modifiable on the data entry screen."
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Per the Collective Bargaining Agreement between the School Board of Palm
Beach County, Florida and the Palm Beach County Classroom Teachers
Association, Page-146, Appendix B-Supplements, subsection three, state.

1. “Unless otherwise noted herein, supplements are paid for services/duties
performed beyond the reqular day. Therefore, employees, excluding High
School Athletic Directors, receiving any supplements are to teach or carry
a full instructional assignment.

3. The parties agree that should the District determine that no employee at a
work site is qualified to perform the responsibilities of a particular
supplement or if no employee at that worksite wishes to fill the supplement,
the District may fill the position with an employee assignhed to a different
work site or with personnel not in the T-bargaining unit.”

Per School District Bulletin #P-14495-CLS/K12C, Guidelines for Club and Sports
Supplements.

In order to meet state and local requirements and to set a District-Wide standard
of equity, each Principal and his/her designee must follow the guidelines below in
evaluating their activity program.

1. “Supplements are fo be paid according fo the duties and amounts
specified in the Classroom Teacher Association contract.
Supplements may not-be traded off. However, high schools may
tfrade off unused athletic coach supplements for the purpose of
funding the high school assistant basketball and high school boys
head lacrosse coach supplements. (Refer to Bulletin # HSP-1963
issued 10/22/2012 for additional information.)

2. To receive a supplement for coaching, all coaches are required fo
have:

a. Current certification in Cardio-pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) and
automated External Defibrillators (AED)

b. Current certification in First Aid (FA)

3. In addition fo the above, coaches outside the school system must
complete the coach’s application packet, which can be downloaded
from the School District Web page at
www.palmbeachschools.org/curriculum/

4. Anindividual cannot collect two supplements for the same sport (i.e.,
cross-country, swimming, tennis, and golf) unless he/she conducts
two separate practices and meets/matches are scheduled
separately. Additional supplements are paid for additional duties, not
for more participants.
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5. To receive a junior varsity of 9%-grade supplement, the coach must
hold practices for the team for a minimum of three weeks and coach
the team for a minimum of ten scheduled games for all sports except
wrestling, football, and weightlifting. The salary will be reduced by
10% for each game not coached unless there are extenuating
circumstances.

6. Football and wrestling must have at least three weeks practice and
six meets, games, or malches to qualify for a supplement.
Weightlifting must have at least three weeks practice and compete
in four meets that are sanctioned by the Florida High School
Activities Association or the Palm Beach County Athletic
Conference.”

WITNESS INTERVIEW[S]

On August 4, 2021, a sworn recorded interview of Forest Hill Community High
School (FHCHS) Principal Esther Rivera was conducted at FHCHS in West Palm
Beach, FL. The following represents actual and paraphrased statements made by
“Rivera” as it relates to the allegation:

Before Rivera's arrival to FHCHS, Athletic Director (AD) Ronald Kotouch provided
documentation (athletic coaches list) to the recently retired confidential secretary Lisa
Martin showing sports coached. Since Rivera's arrival in 2020, Kotouch provided the
coaches list to the new confidential secretary Susana Segura, Segura provided the
coaches list to Rivera. In the fall of 2020, Rivera said Kotouch was on personal leave, so

she completed the coaches' supplement list for payments.

Kotouch provided Rivera copies of May 14, 2021, May 15, 2021, and May 21, 2021, text
message exchanges between himself and math teacher and flag football coach Anjelica
Blum. The text message exchanges showed Blum asking Kotouch about math teacher
bowling and soccer coach Ryan Wells' status of receiving a supplement for flag football.
The text message further shows Kotouch responding to Blum, indicating that Wells
admitted that he did not coach flag football and would give the flag football supplement to

Blum (Exhibit 6).

After reviewing the text messages, Rivera had concerns and contacted the District’s
Employee Labor Relations Office (ELR) and the Area Instructional Superintendent to
relay her concerns about the text messages. ELR informed Rivera of two consequential
options to address her concerns. Rivera opted to conduct a conference note meeting. On
May 21, 2021, the conference note meeting occurred at FHCHS between Rivera,
Assistant Principal Antonio Loyd, Kotouch, and Blum. Loyd did not know the particulars;
he was only present because he oversees athletics. At the meeting, Rivera asked Blum
to explain Wells’ flag football coaching responsibilities. Blum said she went to Wells for
advice and that Wells was an advisor. Rivera replied, “Only coaches who participated
actively with the athletic sports/students and were hired for the season would be able to
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receive supplements associated with that sport” (Exhibit 7). FHCHS 2020-21 Seasonal
Supplement List confirms Principal Rivera did not approve Wells to receive a flag football

supplement.

Further, at the meeting, alongside the flag football discussions, Blum voluntarily admitted
to Principal Rivera that she received a $2,124 bowling supplement, did not assist the
bowling team, and that she provided the bowling supplement to Wells on December 11,
2020, through a mobile payment service (Exhibit 8). Rivera said she is ultimately
responsible for approving all supplements payable to athletic coaches and that she
mistakenly approved Blum to receive the $2,124 bowling supplement (Exhibit 1). Rivera
said Wells assisted the bowling team and should have received the $2,124 bowling

supplement, not Blum.

Investigators Note Blum attempted fo collect a flag football supplement
through Wells despite Wells not coaching flag football. In addition, alongside
the flag football discussions about Wells, Blum admitted to Principal Rivera
during a conference note meeting on May 21, 2021, that she inappropriately
received a bowling supplement and did not participate as a bowling coach.
Note, Rivera who admitted that she mistakenly approved Blum to receive
the Bowling supplement completed the athletic supplement list. Blum
transferred the bowling supplement to Wells through a mobile payment
service on December 11, 2020. Rivera said Wells should have received the
bowling supplement. The FHCHS 2020-21 seasonal supplement list
confirms that Wells did not receive a bowling supplement and that, per
Rivera’'s approval, Blum received the $2,124 bowling supplement on
December 7, 2020._ See Figure 3, an inappropriate bowling supplement
from Blum to Wells.

Figure-3
(" 1 Principal tary submits |
rincipal's secretary submits ‘
Athletic Director coaches list to the principal. J;ﬂfﬁ%@fﬁgbg?um
submits athletic Principal Rivera mistakenly tr%n)(sferred $1 44 of e
coaches list for ' approves Blum to receive a $2 124 bowlin
payment to the $2,124 bowling supplement on supplement to Wel?s on
principal's secretary December 7, 2020. Blum did not LSl th o
L coach bowling !
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Rivera said Wells received two athletic supplements in 2020-21, $3,611 for the fall female
sports supplement and $3,611 for a head soccer coach supplement. Wells received the
fall female sports supplement because he assisted in supervising fall female sports
practices and games when several events were occurring on campus simultaneously.
FHCHS 2020-21 Seascnal Supplement List confirms Principal Rivera approved Wells to
receive a fall female sports supplement and a head soccer coach supplement. (Exhibit

3).

On August 26, 2021, the OIG contacted Principal Rivera via email. OIG transcribed
Principal Rivera August 26, 2020, email responses in their entirety below (Exhibit 3).

School District of Palm Beach County | Office of Inspector General



March 21, 2022
OIG Case 21-0014-

OIG, 2020-21 Hayden agreed to assist the soccer program. Shortly after
agreeing to support the soccer program, she (Hayden) realized that she
could not assist the program due to a conflict of schedule. Nonetheless,
Hayden received a wrestling supplement and did not coach wrestling.
Hayden said she paid the $2,757 wrestling supplement to Burk because
Burk did all of the paperwork for the soccer program. Did you (Rivera)
approve, or were you aware that Hayden transferred the $2,757 wrestling
supplement fo Burk for assisting the soccer program?

Principal Rivera, “| am completely unaware of this occurring. | will have to
check to see if Ms. Hayden received a stipend for wrestling as the Wrestling
Coach was Leslie Toussaint and not Ms. Hayden. | will speak with
professional standards as well as my instructional Superintendent about
this if this occurred.”

QIG, In addition, the 2020-21 Seasonal Supplement list shows Hayden
received a $2,757 supplement for wrestling.

Principal Rivera, “Thank you for bringing this to my attention. This was an
error. | will inform professional standards and my instructional
Superintendent of this error. Mr. Leslie Toussaint was the Coach for
wrestling and not Ms. Hayden."

0IG, Were you aware that administrators can or cannot receive athletic
supplements at the time of the 2020-21 Fall/Spring supplements
disbursement fo athletic coaches?

Principal Rivera, ‘| am aware that administrators cannot receive athletic
supplements or any other stipend such as club stipends at the time of 2020-
2021 fall/spring supplement.” [sic] Figure 4, an inappropriate wrestling
supplement from Hayden to Burk.

Figure 4
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coaches supplement supplement wrestling Rivera not
supplement on March 12, to Principal supplgment approved to
list to the 2021. Rivera or to Single receive a
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psecreFt)a not coach Payroll Culture Burk did not
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Rivera said she had instituted new procedural directives to address athletic supplements.
Coaches must now provide sign-in forms to demonstrate student participation.

On August 17, 2021, a sworn recorded interview of 11" & 12% Grade Dean and
former Athletic Director Ronald Kotouch was conducted at Forest Hill Community
High School (FHCHS) in West Palm Beach, FL. The following represents actual and
paraphrased statements made by “Kotouch” as it relates to the allegation:

Kotouch said Math Teacher and flag football Coach Anjelica Blum emailed him in
February 2021. Blum asked if it is okay for coach Ryan Wells to receive an assistant flag
football coach’s supplement. Kotouch replied, yes, it is okay. Weeks later, he “jokingly”
had a conversation with Wells and said, "you are receiving another supplement (flag
football), in addition to your bowling and boys soccer stipends.” Wells replied, “No, | am
just giving the flag football supplement to Blum and that he (Wells) did not assist the flag

football program.”

Kotouch said he did not mention to Blum that Wells was not receiving a flag football
supplement. In May 2021, athletic supplements were disbursed; he had a text message
conversation with Blum (Exhibit 8). During the text message exchange, Blum inquired
about the status of Wells receiving a flag football supplement. Kotouch told Blum that
Wells was not receiving a flag football supplement because Wells said he did not help the
flag football program. Blum said she should have had someone else do the paperwork,
implying that Wells assisted with completing flag football paperwork, contrary to Wells’
statement to Kotouch that he did not assist the flag football program. Blum said she was
paying for all these expenses (hotels, gas) for tournaments and that she was driving to
an all-star flag-football tournament in Ocala, Florida, with female flag football players.
Kotouch told Blum, “"Okay, this is done. You tried to play the system and get an extra
stipend. Not cool, but it's gotta stop now.” Blum said, “I don't know why you're coming at
me. If this was an issue, you should have told me before the season, not after” (Exhibit

2).

Kotouch said the flag football tournament in Ocala, Florida, was not a District sanctioned
event and had nothing to do with FHCHS. Kotouch reported this information to Principal
Rivera, and on May 21, 2021, Principal Rivera conducted a conference note meeting
between himself, Blum, and Assistant Principal Antonio Loyd (Exhibit 7).

Aside from the Blum and Kotouch discussions regarding flag football, on September 8,
2021, the OIG contacted Athletic Director Ronald Kotouch via email regarding
Spanish/Avid Teacher, cross-country/track & field coach Laura Hayden. OIG transcribed
AD Kotouch'’s September 8, 2021, email responses in their entirety below (Exhibit 4):

OIG. Did the AD submit the coach's names to the Principal for payment
approval?

AD Kotouch, Coach's names are submitted to the Principal's secretary
prior to being put into the system for payment.
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OIG, Do head coaches submit agenda(s) or names of assistant coaches
who assisted the sports program to your office?

AD Kotouch, Coaches, notified me of who their assistant coaches would
be and whether or not they would be a volunteer or paid. From there, we
(AP over Athletics) would do our diligence to ensure that volunteer coaches
were approved to be volunteers and paid coaches had fulfilled their
requirements to coach and receive a stipend. | never micromanaged
anyone from there. If the head coach of the program identified someone as
an assistant, | went off their word that the person identified as an assistant
coach was fulfilling their duties to best help that particular program.

OIG, Did wrestling Coach Leslie Toussaint submit an agenda to your office
that Laura Hayden assisted the wrestling team?

AD Kotouch, There was not an agenda submitted from Coach Leslie
Toussaint that Laura Hayden assisted the wrestling team. This was also
never communicated by me to the principals secretary that Laura Hayden
assisted the wrestling team. | will send a google sheet that was shared with
the Principal's secretary identifying who should be getting a winter stipends
for 2020-21. [sic]

On September 9, 2021, Kotouch provided the OIG a spreadsheet showing coaches who
coached a sport during the winter sports season, 2020 (Exhibit 9). The spreadsheet was
submitted to the Principal's secretary for the Principal to review and approve. The
spreadsheet did not show Laura Hayden as an assistant wrestling coach.

On September 10, 2021, Kotouch provided the OIG an email showing that Ryan Wells
told him that Single School Culture Coordinator Lauren Burk would assist the soccer
program by handling paperwork and collecting athletic packets and insurance (Exhibit

10).

On August 17, 2021, a sworn recorded interview of Assistant Principal Antonio
Loyd was conducted at Forest Hill Community High School in West Palm Beach,
FL. The following represents actual and paraphrased statements made by “Loyd"
as it relates to the allegation:

Loyd said he was not initially aware of the allegations regarding athletic supplements. At
a conference note meeting on May 21, 2021, he became aware of the allegations between
Principal Esther Rivera, Athletic Director (AD) Ronald Kotouch, and Math Teacher
Anjelica Blum. The OIG provided Loyd a copy of a May 21, 2021 conference note meeting
minutes. Loyd confirmed his presence during the conference note meeting (Exhibit 7).

At the meeting, Math Teacher Anjelica Blum alleged that coaches solicited other coaches
who did not coach a seasonal athletic sport to be listed as a coach to receive an athletic
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supplement. The coaches who did not coach a sport transferred the supplement to Math
Teacher Ryan Wells and Single School Culture Coordinator Lauren Burk.

Blum further said Laura Hayden had given Burk or Wells an inappropriate supplement.
Blum also mentioned that Principal Rivera and AD Kotouch were aware and approved. In
addition, Ryan Nani allegedly received supplements(s) for sports not coached.

Investigators Note Blum’s statement that the Principal and the AD knew
and agreed with Hayden’s decision to give Wells or Burk an inappropriate
supplement contradicts the Principal’s August 26, 2021 email response
statement (Exhibit 3).

Investigators Note Principal Rivera, August 26, 2021 email further shows
that Ryan Nani assisted all sports programs when AD Kotouch was away
on personal leave (Exhibit 3). On October 25, 2021, OIG interviewed PE
Teacher, Assistant Athletic Director (AAD), and 11" & 12%-grade Dean
Ryan Nani. Nani said he had been the (AAD) at FHCHS since he arrived in
2017 and is currently the AAD. In 2020-21, he coached two seasonal sports.
Junior varsity girls’ basketball is a winter sport and tennis a spring sport; He
said he has never received a supplement for a sport not coached.

On September 9-10, 2021, Loyd provided the OIG a spreadsheet showing that the
wrestling program had two vacant assistant wrestling coaches’' positions open in the
2020-21 school year (Exhibit 11).

Investigators Note Despite the spreadsheet provided by Loyd showing two
vacant wrestling positions. Hayden erroneously received a $2,757 wrestling
supplement on March 12, 2021, and did not coach wrestling.

On August 18, 2021, a sworn recorded interview of Math Teacher Flag Football
Coach Anjelica Blum was conducted at Forest Hill Community High School
(FHCHS) in West Palm Beach, FL. The following represents actual and paraphrased
statements made by “Blum" as it relates to the allegation:

Blum said she received a bowling supplement and did not coach bowling. Math Teacher
Ryan Wells and Single School Culture Coordinator Lauren Burk requested Blum transfer
the $2,124 bowling supplement to Wells through a mobile payment service. Blum
transferred $1,344 of the $2,124 bowling supplement through a mobile payment service
to Wells on December 11, 2020 (Exhibit 8). Blum said $780 of $2,124 bowling
supplement was paid in federal taxes (Exhibit 12).

Investigators Note Principal Rivera said she mistakenly approved Blum
fo receive the $2,124 bowling supplement.

Blum said that Wells requested the bowling supplement to provide to Burk. According to
Blum the bowling program has two supplements payable to coaches. The OIG informed
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and showed Blum the FHCHS 2020-21 seasonal supplement list showing that bowling
had one supplement of $2,124 and that she received it on December 7, 2020 (Exhibit 1).
Blum said she assumed there were two bowling supplements as opposed to one bowling

supplement.

investigators Note Rivera said she contacted the District's ELR Office to
relay her concerns about text messages received from Athletic Director
Ronald Kotouch (text message exchanges between Blum and Kotouch).
Per Rivera, ELR provided consequential options. Riviera elected to conduct
a conference note meeting on May 21, 2021, between herself, Loyd,
Kotouch, and Blum. The conference meeting minutes show that Blum
voluntarily admitted to Principal Rivera that she received the one bowling
supplement, did not assist the bowling program and, gave the bowling
supplement to Wells through a mobile payment service. At the time of the
mobile transaction between Blum and Wells, Principal Rivera was not
aware. See Figure 5, an inappropriate bowling supplement from Blum

to Wells.
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On October 25, 2021, a sworn recorded interview of Dean, Physical Education
Teacher, Assistant Athletic Director (AAD), basketball and tennis coach Ryan Nani
was conducted at District’'s Headquarters Inspector General’s Office (C-310) in
West Palm Beach, FL. The following represents actual and paraphrased statements
made by “Nani" as it relates to the allegation:

Nani said he had been the Assistant Athletic Director (AAD) since he arrived at FHCHS
and before Principal Esther Rivera’s arrival to FHCHS in 2019. Former Principal Mary
Stratos assigned him as the AAD. He assists the athletic director in all work-related
capacities such as supervising student-athletes, liaison between athletic
director/teachers, field/sports set-up, and updating max-prep program (maintains student
athlete statistics) of approved sports.
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In 2020-21, along with his duties as the AAD, he coached two sports, a winter sport
(basketball) and a spring sport (tennis). Nani said he did not receive any supplements for
a sport that he did not coach and that no coach has ever asked him to receive a
supplement for a sport that he did not coach and give that supplement to other coaches
Ryan Wells Laura Burk, or Laura Hayden.

Nani said he did not review or provide the 2020-21 coaches' supplement list to the
Principal for payment approval that is the responsibility of the athletic director.

SUBJECT INTERVIEWS

On August 17, 2021, a sworn recorded inferview of Spanish Teacher/Avid
Coordinator/Cross Country Coach Laura Hayden was conducted at Forest Hill
Community High School (FHCHS) in West Palm Beach, FL. The following
represents actual and paraphrased statements made by "Hayden" as it relates to

the allegation:

Cross-country head coach Hayden said Ryan Wells asked her to complete fundraising
paperwork, physicals, and athletic eligibility packets for the soccer program. At the time,
she agreed to assist the soccer program. About a week later, she realized that the two
sports seasons (cross-country/soccer) overlapped, and she could not help Wells with the
soccer program. Wells suggested that Single School Culture Lauren Burk assists with the
soccer program in her place. Hayden and Wells agreed that Burk would assist Wells with
the soccer program because Burk completed the soccer program’s paperwork for the
2019-20 soccer season.

Hayden admitted receiving a $2,757 wrestling supplement but did not coach wrestling
(Exhibits 1 & 9). FHCHS 2020-21 Seasonal Supplements List confirms that Hayden
received a $2,757 wrestling supplement on March 12, 2021, and not a soccer supplement
(Exhibit 1). Hayden said that because Burk assisted the soccer team, she gave Burk the

$2,757 wrestling supplement.

Investigators Note Hayden did not confer with the Principal or District
payroll officials to inform them about the inappropriate wrestling
supplement.

Hayden then facilitated a mobile payment service transaction for $1,800, a
portion of the $2,757 she received for the wrestling supplement, to Lauren
Burk (Exhibit 5).

Hayden gave the wrestling supplement to Burk, unbeknownst that Burk was not eligible
to receive a supplement. Per the Collective Bargaining Agreement (CBA), the Single
School Culture Coordinator position is considered an administrator, and administrators
cannot receive supplements. Hayden indicated that if she had known that administrators
could not receive supplements, she would not have given the supplement to Burk. On
August 17, 2021, Hayden provided the OIG a mobile payment receipt showing $1,800
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was sent to Burk on March 23, 2021. This payment was for the wrestling supplement
(Exhibit 5).

Investigators Note Principal Rivera’s August 26, 2021, email response
shows that administrators cannot receive a supplement (Exhibit 3). FHCHS
2020-21 seasonal supplement list confirms that Rivera disapproved of Burk

receiving a supplement.

Hayden erroneously received a wrestling supplement and did not coach
wrestling. Moving forward, despite Burk not being approved to receive a
supplement per Principal Rivera, Hayden gave the inappropriate wrestling
supplement to Burk. Hayden did not report receiving an inappropriate
wrestling supplement to Principal Rivera or District payroll officials (Exhibit
5). See Figure 6, an inappropriate wrestling supplement from Hayden

to Burk.
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On August 17, 2021, a sworn recorded interview of Single School Culture
Coordinator Lauren Burk was conducted at Forest Hill Community High School
(FHCHS) in West Palm Beach, FL. The following represents actual and paraphrased
statements made by “Burk” as it relates to the allegation:

Burk denied that she and math teacher Ryan Wells listed individuals who did not coach
a sport to receive an assistant coaches’ supplement. Burk said she had coached muitiple
sports at FHCHS over the past ten years, such as tennis, soccer, and bowling, and that
she has never had a problem with receiving a supplement.

In 2019-20, she was a teacher and co-coached bowling and soccer with math
teacher/head soccer coach Ryan Wells (Exhibit 13). Burk said there was only one
stipend for bowling; she coached the girls, and Wells coached the boys. They both agreed
to share the one bowling stipend.

In 2019-20, soccer had more than one stipend; therefore, she received an assistant
soccer coach stipend. She assisted the soccer program, completed athletic eligibility
packets, insurance forms, student supervision, uniform inventory, and attended
practices/games. After becoming the Single School Culture Coordinator in February
2020, she was unsure if she would receive an athletic stipend moving forward.
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The following school year, in 2020-21, she again co-coached bowling with Wells and
expected to share the bowling stipend they agreed for prior years.

Burk advised Wells that there might be an “additional bowling supplement,” they may not
have to share the one bowling supplement.

Investigators Note FHCHS 2020-21 Seasonal Supplement List shows one
bowling supplement received by Anjelica Blum (Exhibit 1). Blum admitted
she provided a portion of the money she received for the bowling
supplement to Ryan Wells through a mobile payment service on December
11, 2020 (Exhibit 8).

In turn, Wells provided Burk $1,913 for the bowling supplement on
December 11, 2020, ten months ago (Exhibit 2). District personnel records
show that Burk was promoted from a feacher to the Single School Culture
Coordinator in February 2020, approximately six months before the official
Florida High School Athletic Association (FHSAA) bowling season began in
August (Exhibit 14). Per the Principal's August 26, 2021 email reply,
administrators are not eligible to receive a supplement (Exhibit 3). See
Figure 7, an inappropriate bowling supplement from Blum to Welis to

Burk.
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Regarding soccer in 2020-21, the arrangement for Burk to assist Wells.

Investigators Note Burk became the Single School Culture Coordinator in
February 2020, approximately eight months before the official FHSAA
soccer season started in October (Exhibit 14).

Hayden said she received the supplement for soccer on March 12, 2021,
and transferred the funds to her (Burk) through a mobile payment service
on March 23, 2021. Thirteen months after, Burk became the Single School
Culture Coordinator (Exhibits 5 & 14). The FHCHS 2020-21 Seasonal
Supplements List shows Hayden received a $2,757 wrestling supplement,
not a soccer supplement (Exhibit 1).

Burk received two unofficial supplements from Hayden and Wells that were
not approved by Principal Rivera_See Figure 8, an inappropriate-
wrestling supplement from Hayden to Burk.
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On August 18, 2021, a sworn recorded interview of Math Teacher Bowling/Soccer
Coach Ryan Wells was conducted at Forest Hill Community High School (FHCHS)
in West Palm Beach, FL. The following represents actual and paraphrased
statements made by “Wells” as it relates to the allegation:

In the school year 2019-20, he and Lauren Burk coached bowling. At the time, they were
unaware that there was only one bowling supplement. The bowling supplement went to
Burk. The Palm Beach County Classroom Teachers Association (CTA) shows one high
school bowling supplement. FHCHS 2019-20 Seasonal Supplements List shows one
bowling supplement and Burk received it. (Exhibit 13). He and Burk attended every
bowling practice and game. Wells provided the OIG documentation to demonstrate
participation, such as email exchanges with the District bowling officials, attending district-
bowling meetings, signatures on bowling scorecards, credit card transactions from the
bowling alleys, and completing fundraising forms (Exhibit 15).

In 2020-21, Wells and Burk agreed to coach bowling, understanding that there was only
one supplement. They decided to share it. The FHCHS 2020-21 Seasonal Supplement
List shows one supplement for bowling. Anjelica Blum received the bowling supplement
and did not coach bowling (Exhibit 1). Blum provided $1,344 of the $2,124 bowling
supplement to Wells through a mobile payment service on December 11, 2020 (Exhibit
8). Wells forwarded the bowling supplement he received from Blum to his mother, a
Certified Public Accountant (CPA). His mother determined that $1,344 was the correct

amount after federal taxes were taken.

Burk became an administrator Single School Culture Coordinator and attended all
bowling practices and games.

Investigators Note Wells then fransferred most of ((or) a portion of) the
bowling supplement he received from Blum to Burk on December 11, 2020,
ten months after Burk was promoted to Single School Culture Coordinator
(Exhibits 2 & 14). Principal Rivera said she knew Burk assisted the bowling
program but was not aware of Wells transferring the bowling supplement he
received from Blum through a mobile payment service and transferring the
same supplement to Burk through a mobile payment service. Rivera
completed the athletic supplements list and mistakenly approved Blum to
receive the bowling supplement. However, Rivera said administrators are
not eligible to receive supplements. See Figure 9, an inappropriate
bowling supplement from Blum to Wells to Burk.
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Wells confirmed he asked Spanish Teacher and cross-country coach Laura Hayden to
be the assistant soccer coach, and she agreed. When Hayden realized cross-country
overlapped with soccer, Hayden told Wells that she could not assist the soccer program
because she conducts tutoring after school and the cross-country schedule. Therefore,
Wells asked Burk to help, knowing that she would not be paid a soccer coach stipend.

FHCHS 2020-21 Seasonal Supplement List shows that Principal Rivera did not approve
Burk to receive supplements (Exhibit 1). Burk assisted the soccer team by completing
the same duties (e.g., fundraising, senior night, bus forms, physicals, tracking students)
that she performed as a teacher/assistant soccer coach in 2019-20. Kotouch said Wells
informed him that Burk assisted the soccer program (Exhibits 10 & 16).

At year's end, Hayden was on record as the assistant wrestling coach, Hayden gave Burk
the wrestling supplement through a mobile payment service (Exhibit 5). Hayden did not
coach wrestling. Hayden erroneously received a wrestling supplement and did not coach
wrestling. Wells said Hayden forwarded the $2,757 wrestling supplement to him. In turn,
he provided the $2,757 wrestling supplement to his CPA mother to ensure that the
appropriate federal taxes were taken. Afterward, Wells transferred $1,913 of the $2,757
wrestling supplement through a mobile payment service from Hayden to Burk.

Investigators Note: Principal Rivera, August 26, 2021, email reply shows
that she was unaware of Hayden receiving a wrestling supplement and
transferring the wrestling supplement to Burk through a mobile payment
service on March 23, 2021 (Exhibits 3 & 5). FHCHS 2020-21 Seasonal
Supplement List confirms Hayden received a $2,757 wrestling supplement,
not a soccer supplement (Exhibit 1). See Figure 10, an inappropriate
wrestling supplement from Hayden to Burk.
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RECORDS ANALYSIS
Exhibit 1: FHCHS 2020-21 Seasonal Supplement List
Exhibit 2: Payment transaction receipt between R. Welis & L. Burk
Exhibit 3: Principal E. Rivera 08-26-21, email response
Exhibit 4: Kotouch 09-08-21, email response
Exhibit 5: Payment transaction receipt between L. Hayden & L. Burk
Exhibit 6: Text Message between R. Kotouch & A. Blum (May 14-15-21, 2021)
Exhibit 7: 05-21-21, Conference Notes Between Rivera, Loyd, Kotouch, Blum
Exhibit 8: Payment transaction receipt between R. Wells & A. Blum
Exhibit 9: Kotouch 09-09-21, email response
Exhibit 10: Kotouch 09-10-21, email response
Exhibit 11: Loyd September 9-10, 2021, email response
Exhibit 12: Blum 10-21-21, email response
Exhibit 13: FHCHS 2019-20 Seasonal Supplement List
Exhibit 14: District PeopleSoft Personnel Record, L. Burk
Exhibit 15: FHCHS Bowling Team
Exhibit 16: R. Wells 08-30-21, email response
Exhibit 17: R. Wells 01-11-22 email reply from 20-day letter
Exhibit 18: L. Hayden 01-14-22 email reply from 20-day letter
Exhibit 19: E. Rivera 01-14-22 email reply from 20-day letter
Exhibit 20: L. Burk 01-14-22 email reply from 20-day letter

From August 5, 2021, through September 17, 2021, OIG staff reviewed the above-listed
documents provided by witnesses. The review disclosed the following:

FHCHS 2020-21 seasonal supplement list shows various supplements received for
Anjelica Blum, Ryan Wells, Laura Hayden, and other coaches {See Tables 5-7). Lauren

Burk did not receive a supplement(s) in 2020-21 (Exhibit 1).
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(Table 5) An]ellca Bium Athletics Supptement(s) Received in 2020-21

Name | School Year | __Sport Coached | Supplement Received | Supplement Amount
Anjellca Blum 2020-21 Bowling 12-07-20 $2,124
Anjelica Blum 2020-21 | Female Sports 9" Grade 03-01-21 $2,124
Anjelica Blum 2020-21 Flag-Football 05-10-21 $3.611

Total: $7,859.00

The Principal confirmed that she mistakenly approved Blum to receive the
bowling supplement on December 7, 2020.

(Table 6) Ryan Wells Athletics Supplement{s) Received in 2020-21

:  Name | School Year | Sport Coached | Supplement Received | Supplement Amount
Ryan Wells 2020-21 Fall Girls Sport 12-07-20 $3,611
Ryan Wells 2020-21 Soccer 03-01-21 $3,611

Total: $7,222.00

The Principal confirmed that Wells should have received a bowling
supplement, and not Blum, in addition to his two supplements received, fall
girls sport and soccer. Principal Rivera said Wells received the fall girls sport
supplement because he assisted in supervising fall female sports practices
and games when several events were occurring on campus simultaneously.

(Table 7) Laura Hayden Athletics Supplement(s) Received in 2020 -21

_ Name | School Year | Sport Coached | Suppiement Received | Supplement Amount
Laura Hayden 2020-21 Cross Country (g) 12-07-21 $2,410
Laura Hayden 2020-21 Wrestling (g) 03-12-21 $2,757
Laura Hayden 2020-21 Track & field (g) 05-10-21 $3,611
Total: $8,878.00

Hayden was not the wrestling coach and should not have received a
wrestling supplement. The Principal admits that she completed the athletic
supplements list and that it was an error that Hayden received the wrestling
supplement. Athletic Director Ronald Kotouch said he did not approve
Hayden to receive a wrestling supplement, nor did the wrestling coach
request Hayden to coach the wrestling team.

On August 18, 2021, Wells provided the OIG a mobile payment receipt
showing that Wells transferred $1913 of the $2,124 bowling supplement
originally paid to Blum on December 7, 2020, to Burk on December 11, 2020

(Exhibit 2).

Principal Rivera’s August 26, 2021 email response shows that teacher Ryan
Nani assisted the FHCHS sports programs while Kotouch was away on
personal leave. Anjelica Blum received a bowling supplement mistakenly
and transferred part of the bowling supplement to Ryan Wells through a
mobile payment service. Rivera's email further confirmed that Laura
Hayden inappropriately received a wrestling supplement and transferred
part of the supplement to Lauren Burk through a mobile payment service.
Burk did not coach wrestling. Hayden said she gave Burk the wrestling
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supplement because Burk assisted the soccer program with Wells (Exhibit
3).

Kotouch provided the OIG an email response on September 8, 2021,
showing Forest Hill Community High School (FHCHS) process for reviewing
and submitting athletic coaches' seasonal supplements for payment
approval (Exhibit 4).

Hayden provided the OIG a mobile payment service receipt showing she
transferred $1,800 of the $2,757 wrestling supplement to Burk on March 23,
2021 (Exhibit 5).

Principal Rivera provided the OIG text messages between Anjelica Blum
and Athletic Director (AD) Ronald Kotouch, showing that Blum asked
Kotouch about Wells receiving an assistant flag football supplement.
Kotouch told Blum that Wells could not receive a flag football supplement
because he did not participate in flag football (Exhibit 6). FHCHS 2020-21
Seasonal Supplement List confirms that Wells did not receive a flag football

supplement.

Rivera provided the OIG conference notes minutes between herself, Loyd,
Kotouch, and Blum on June 8, 2021. The conference notes addressed
Blum's inquiry about Wells receiving a flag football supplement and Blum
stating she did not coach bowling and still received a bowling supplement.
Blum gave the bowling supplement to Wells. (Exhibit 7).

Wells provided the OIG a mobile payment receipt showing that Blum
transferred part of the bowling supplement to Wells, $1,344, on December
11, 2020 (Exhibit 8).

Kotouch provided the OIG an email response on September 9, 2021,
showing the FHCHS Winter coaches supplement spreadsheet, and
confirmed Hayden was not a wrestling coach (Exhibit 9).

Kotouch provided the OIG an email response on September 10, 2021,
demonstrating that Wells informed him that Burk assisted the soccer

program (Exhibit 10).

Loyd provided the OIG an email response on September 9-10, 2021,
containing a fall supplements spreadsheet showing two vacant wrestling
coaches’ positions in 2020-21 (Exhibit 11).

FHCHS 2019-20 seasonal supplement list shows total supplements
received for teacher Lauren Burk. Burk received a $2,124 bowling
supplement on December 9, 2019, and a $2,124 soccer supplement on
March 16, 2020. The soccer supplement Burk received in March 2020 is
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one month after her promotion to Single School Culture Coordinator in
February 2020. The total athletic supplement Burk received in 2019-20 was
$4,248 (Exhibit 13).

District PeopleSoft Personnel Records show that Burk was promoted to
Single School Culture Coordinator on February 20, 2020 (Exhibit 14).

On August 5, 2021, Principal Rivera provided the OIG Bowling photos to
demonstrate that FHCHS Bowling Team participated in District sanctioned
events. Burk assisted the bowling team with fundraising, senior night, bus
forms, physicals, and tracking of students (Exhibit 15).

Wells provided the OIG an email response on August 30, 2021, stating that
Burk assisted FHCHS bowling and soccer programs (Exhibit 16).

Wells January 11, 2020, email reply from the 20-day letter emailed to him
from OIG on December 7, 2021 (Exhibit 17).

CONCLUSION

It is alleged that Math Teacher Ryan Wells, Single School Culture Coordinator Lauren
Burk, and Spanish Teacher Laura Hayden Math Teacher Ryan Wells, Single School
Culture Coordinator Lauren Burk and Spanish Teacher Laura Hayden violated 2.61.3.d.f
Fraud, 3.02.5.c.f.i Code of Ethics, School Board Administrative Policies and Procedures
Payroll/Accounting Services, Page-15, paragraphs 2 & 4, The Collective Bargaining
Agreement between the School Board of Palm Beach County, Florida, and the Palm
Beach County Classroom Teachers Associations, Appendix B-Supplements, subsection-
3, and School Bulletin #P-14495-CLS/K12, Guides for Club Supplements. In that, staff
that did not coach a sport collected and received 2020-21 annual athletic coaches’
supplements. The staff who received a supplement despite not coaching did not return
the supplement but instead transferred a portion of those funds through a mobile payment
service to Mr. Wells and Ms. Burk as payment, despite Wells and Burk not being

authorized as coaches.

During the course of the investigation, Senior Investigator Robert Sheppard discovered
information indicating that Hayden, Burk, and Wells did violate, 2.61 Fraud, 3.02 Code of
Ethics, School Board Administrative Policies and Procedures Payroll/Accounting
Services, The Collective Bargaining Agreement between the School Board of Palm Beach
County, Florida, and the Palm Beach County Classroom Teachers Associations,
Appendix B—Supplements, subsections (1)(2), and #P14495-CLS/K12 Guidelines for
Club and Sports Supplements. In that, staif did not coach a sport collected and received
2020-21 annual athletic coaches’ supplements. The staff who received a supplement
despite not coaching did not return the supplement but instead transferred a portion of
those funds through a mobile payment service to Mr. Wells and Ms. Burk as payment.
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Principal Esther Rivera said Athletic Director (AD) Ronald Kotouch reported concerns
regarding Anjelica Blum. Principal Rivera contacted the District's Employee Labor
Relations (ELR) Offices and relayed the same reported concerns. Per ELR's
consequential options, Principal Rivera conducted a conference meeting on May 21,
2021, with Assistant Principal Antonio Loyd, Kotouch, and Blum. At the conference
meeting. Blum admitted that she received a bowling supplement and did not coach
bowling (Exhibit 7). Blum further admitted that she transferred the bowling supplement
to Wells on December 11, 2020. Principal Rivera admitted that she mistakenly approved
Blum to receive the $2,124 assistant coaches bowling supplement. Rivera said Ryan
Wells should have received the bowling supplement, not Blum, and that she was unaware
that Blum transferred the bowling supplement to Wells through a mobile payment service.

Wells said his mother Certified Public Accountant (CPA), calculated the federal taxes to
be taken from the $2,124 bowling supplement. Wells received $1,344 of the $2,124
bowling supplement from Blum via a mobile payment service on December 11, 2020, and
transferred $1,913 to Lauren Burk (bowling supplement) on the same day through a
mobile payment service (Exhibits 2 & 8). Lauren Burk became an administrator Single
School Culture Coordinator in February 2020, six months before the official bowling
season, and was not eligible to receive a 2020-21 Seasonal Supplement under the terms
of the CTA collective bargaining agreement per Principal Rivera. The 2020-21 FHCHS
Seasonal Supplement List confirms that Principal Rivera disapproved of Burk receiving a
bowling supplement (Exhibit 1). However, despite Burk not being approved by Principal
Rivera to receive a bowling supplement, Wells provided Burk the supplement through a
mobile payment service (Exhibit 12). See Figure 11, an inappropriate bowling
supplement from Blum to Wells to Burk.
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Hayden is the cross-country head coach. In error, Hayden received a $2,757 wrestling
supplement on March 12, 2021. Hayden was not the wrestling coach (Exhibits 1 & 3).
Principal Rivera and Kotouch said Leslie Toussaint was the wrestling coach, and
Toussaint did not submit documentation on behalf of Hayden as an assistant wrestling
coach (Exhibit 4). FHCHS 2020-21 Seasonal Supplement List confirms that Toussaint

was the wrestling coach.

On March 23, 2021, Hayden facilitated a mobile payment transaction and transferred the
wrestling supplement to Burk. Burk was not eligible for an assistant coach’s supplement
due to her position as an administrator, nor did Burk perform the duties of the wrestling
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coach. The transaction receipt between Hayden and Burk shows a photo of Hayden and
comments stating, “The best wrestling coach out there.” (Exhibit 5).

Hayden said that if she were aware that Burk was an administrator, she would not have
transferred the wrestling supplement to Burk. Hayden was not the approved wrestling
coach, and the wrestling supplement she received was an error. Hayden did not inform
the Principal or District payroll officials about the wrestling supplement. Hayden knowingly
transferred the inappropriate wrestling supplement she received to Burk, who was not
eligible to receive a supplement, nor did Burk coach wrestling (Exhibit 5). See Figure 12,
an inappropriate wrestling supplement from Hayden to Burk

Figure 12
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Burk is an administrator whom Principal Rivera did not approve to receive an athletic
supplement. However, Burk assisted the bowling and soccer programs. The Collective
Bargaining Agreement between the School Board of Palm Beach County, Florida and
The Teachers Association, Appendix-B states in part, “District may fill the position with an
employee assigned to a different work site or with personnel not in the T-bargaining unit.”
Principal Rivera said she was aware of Burk assisting the bowling program but was not
aware of Burk assisting the soccer program. FHCHS 2020-21 seasonal supplement list
shows Principal Rivera did not approve Burk to receive a bowling or soccer supplement.
However, despite Principal Rivera's disapproval of Burk receiving a bowling or soccer
supplement, Burk received two unofficial supplement payments for bowllng and soccer
through a mobile payment service from Wells and Hayden.

Hayden and Wells did not inform Principal Rivera about the personal financial
transactions to Burk, nor did they notify District officials of the inappropriate supplements
received from the District payroll department. District personnel records further show that
Hayden, Burk, and Wells reside at the same residence and that Burk and Wells are in a
relationship. District Code of Ethics Policy 3.02.4.g, states in part, “each employee agrees
and pledges to avoid conflicts of interest or any appearance of impropriety.”

Based on the documentation reviewed and testimony obtained, OIG staff determined
there was sufficient evidence to prove that Math Teacher Ryan Wells, Single School
Culture Lauren Burk, and Spanish Teacher Laura Hayden enlisted staff members that did
not coach a sport to collect and receive the 2020-21 annual athletic coaches supplement.
Staff members who received a supplement transferred a portion of those funds through
a mobile payment service to Mr. Wells and Ms. Burk as a payment thus, the Allegation

was Substantiated.
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ALLEGATION 2

Forest Hill Community High School (FHCHS) Principal Esther Rivera violated Florida
Statute 1012.28(1) and (3) Public School Personnel, Duties of School Principals, and
School Board Policy, 1.014.1.2. Responsibilities of Principals, by erroneously approving
athletic assistant coaches’ supplements for employees that did not coach the pertinent
sports, thus unintentionally enabling staff to receive supplements.

Per Florida Statutes 1012.28(1) and (3), Public School Personnel; Duties of School
Principals:

“1. Public school principals shall supervise public school personnel as the
District school board determines necessary.

3. Each school principal is responsible for the performance of all personnel
employed by the district school board and assigned fo the school to which
the Principal is assigned. The school principal faithfully and effectively
apply the personnel evaluation system approved pursuant to s.1012.34.”

Per School Board Policy 1.014.1.2.Responsibilities of Principals:

“1. The Principals’ responsibilities and duties are as stated in the appropriate
federal laws and rules, Florida statutes, state board of education rules, and
school board policies, and as delegated herein. The Principal shall be the
administrative and supervisory instructional leaders of the school, and shall
be responsible for the policies of the school board as directed by the

superintendent.

2. The Principal shall assume responsibility for the leadership of the school
staff by providing guidance and assistance in the implementation of the
District's curriculum. The management of the school plant and of the
financial affairs of the school shall be among the prime responsibilities of

the Principal.”

SUBJECT INTERVIEW

On August 4, 2021, a sworn recorded interview of Forest Hill Community High
School (FHCHS) Principal Esther Rivera was conducted at FHCHS in West Palm
Beach, FL. The following represents actual and paraphrased statements made by
“Rivera” as it relates to the allegation:

Principal Rivera admitted that she completed and approved the 2020-21 athletic
supplements list payable to athletic coaches. Rivera erroneously approved Math Teacher,
flag football coach Anjelica Blum to receive a $2,124 bowling supplement on December
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7, 2020; Blum did not coach bowling. FHCHS 2020-21 Seasonal Supplement List
confirms that Blum received a bowling supplement on December 7, 2020 (Exhibit 1).

Blum did not initially inform Principal Rivera or District payroll officials about the
inappropriate bowling supplement. She informed Principal Rivera approximately six
months after, on May 21, 2021, during a conference note meeting between Athletic
Director Ronald Kotouch and Assistant Principal Antonio Loyd regarding another
supplements-related incident (Exhibit 7).

Moving forward, Blum transferred the $1,344 of the $2,124 bowling supplement to Math
Teacher bowling and soccer coach Ryan Wells on December 11, 2020, through a mobile
payment service (Exhibit 8). In turn, Wells transferred $1,913 of the bowling supplement
on December 11, 2020, through a mobile payment service to administrator Single School
Culture Coordinator Lauren Burk (Exhibit 5).

Investigator Note Burk has been an administrator, Single School Culture
Coordinator since February 2020. Principal Rivera said administrators are
not approved to receive an athletic supplement. {Exhibit 3).

Principal Rivera said she was aware that Burk assisted the bowling program
with Wells. FHCHS 2020-21 Seasonal Supplement List confirms that
Principal Rivera did not approve Burk to receive a bowling supplement and
that Blum received the bowling supplement on December 7, 2020. Blum did
not coach bowling.

Blum transferred the inappropriate bowling supplement to Wells on
December 11, 2020, and Wells transferred the same inappropriate bowling
supplement to Burk on December 11, 2020. See Fiqure 13, an
inappropriate bowling supplement from Rivera to Blum to Wells to
Burk.
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Burk ultimately received a bowling supplement through Principal Rivera’s
erroneous approval of Blum receiving a bowling supplement (Exhibit 1).

Spanish, Avid, Teacher cross-country, and track & field coach Laura Hayden received a
$2,757 wrestling supplement. Leslie Toussaint was the head wrestling coach. Athletic
Director Ronald Kotouch said he did not receive any documentation or verbal requests
from Toussaint to list Hayden as an assistant wrestling coach (Exhibits 3 & 4). Principal
Rivera said she is responsible for approving athletic supplements payable to athletic

coaches.

Investigator Note On March 12, 2021, Hayden erroneously received a
$2,757 wrestling supplement. The FHCHS 2020-21 Seasonal Supplement
Lists confirm that Hayden received an inappropriate wrestling supplement.
Hayden did not coach wrestling.

Hayden did not inform Principal Rivera or District payroll officials about the
inappropriate wrestling supplement. Hayden transferred the wrestling
supplement through a mobile payment service fo Burk on March 23, 2021.
See Figure 14, an inappropriate bowling supplement from Principal
Rivera to Hayden to Burk
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Figure 14
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Burk did not coach wrestling; however, Burk ultimately received a wrestling
supplement through Principal Rivera's erroneous approval of Hayden
receiving a wrestling supplement.

RECORDS ANALYSIS

Exhibit 1: FHCHS 2020-21 Seasonal Supplement List

Exhibit 3: Principal E. Rivera 08-26-21, email response

Exhibit 4: Kotouch 09-08-21, email response

Exhibit 5: Payment transaction receipt between L. Hayden & L. Burk

Exhibit 7: 05-21-21, Conference Notes Between Rivera, Loyd, Kotouch, Blum
Exhibit 8: Payment transaction receipt between R. Wells & A. Blum

From August 5, 2021, through September 17, 2021, OIG staff reviewed the above-listed
documents provided by witnesses. The review disclosed the following:

FHCHS 2020-21 seasonal supplement list shows various supplements received for
Anjelica Blum, Ryan Wells, Laura Hayden, and other coaches (See Tables 5-7). Lauren
Burk did not receive a supplement(s) in 2020-21 (Exhibit 1).

(Table 5) Anjelica Blum Athletics Supplement(s) Received in 2020-21

Name | School Year | _Sport Coached | Supplement Received | Supplement Amount
Anjehca Blum 2020-21 Bowling 12-07-20 $2,124
Anjelica Blum 2020-21 | Female Sports 9" Grade 03-01-21 $2.124
Anjelica Blum 2020-21 Flag-Football 05-10-21 $3.611

Total: $7,859.00

The Principal confirmed that she mistakenly approved Blum to receive the
bowling supplement on December 7, 2020.

(Table 6) Ryan Wel!s Athletics Supplement(s) Received in 2020- 21

& _Name | School Year | _Sport Coached | Supplement Received | _ Supplement Amount
Ryan Wells 2020-21 Fall Girls Sport 12-07-20 $3,611
Ryan Wells 2020-21 Soccer 03-01-21 $3.611

Total: $7,222.00

The Principal confirmed that Wells should have received a bowling
supplement, and not Blum, in addition to his two supplements received, fall

girls sport and soccer.

School District of Palm Beach County | Office of Inspector General
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(Table 7) Laura Hayden Athletics Supplement(s) Received in 2020-21
| Name | School Year ___ Sport Coached | Supplement Received | Supplement Amount
Laura Hayden 2020-21 Cross Country (g) 12-07-21 $2,410
Laura Hayden 2020-21 Wrestling (g) 03-12-21 $2,757
Laura Hayden 2020-21 Track & field (g) 05-10-21 $3,611
Total: $8,878.00

Hayden was not the wrestling coach and should not have received a
wrestling supplement. The Principal admits it was an error that Hayden
received the wrestling supplement.

Principal Rivera's August 26, 2021 email response shows that teacher Ryan
Nani assisted the FHCHS sports programs while Kotouch was away on
personal leave. Anjelica Blum received a bowling supplement mistakenly
and transferred part of the bowling supplement to Ryan Wells through a
mobile payment service. Rivera's email further confirmed that Laura
Hayden inappropriately received a wrestling supplement and transferred
part of the supplement to Lauren Burk through a mobile payment service

(Exhibit 3).

Kotouch provided the OIG an email response on September 8, 2021,
showing Forest Hill Community High School (FHCHS) process for reviewing
and submitting athletic coaches' seasonal supplements for payment
approval (Exhibit 4).

Hayden provided the OIG a mobile payment service receipt showing she
transferred $1,800 of the $2,757 wrestling supplement to Burk on March 23,

2021 (Exhibit 5).

Rivera provided the OIG conference notes minutes between herself, Loyd,
Kotouch, and Blum on June 8, 2021. The conference notes addressed
Blum's inquiry about Wells receiving a flag football supplement and Blum
stating she did not coach bowling and still received a bowling supplement.
Blum gave the bowling supplement to Wells. (Exhibit 7).

Wells provided the OIG a mobile payment receipt showing that Blum
transferred part of the bowling supplement to Wells, $1,344, on December
11, 2020 (Exhibit 8).

CONCLUSION

Itis alleged that Principal Esther Rivera, Math Teacher Ryan Wells, Single School Culture
Coordinator Lauren Burk and Spanish Teacher Laura Hayden violated Florida Statute
1012.28(1) and (3) Public School Personnel, Duties of School Principals, and School
Board Policy, 1.014.1.2. Responsibilities of Principals, by erroneously approving staff to

receive supplements.

School District of Palm Beach County | Office of Inspector General



March 21, 2022
OIG Case 21-0014-]

Principal Rivera is responsible for monitoring and supervising all performances of school
personnel. Because of Principal Rivera's erroneous approval of supplements, Burk
received two unapproved athletic supplements, bowling, and soccer, from Wells and
Hayden. See Fiqure 15, Principal Rivera approved inappropriate supplements,
bowling, and wrestling

Figure 15
( A  Through mobile 4 h ("
payment service,
Blum transferred Through mobile Burk is an
. ’ bowling payment service administrator.
Prlf;Clpacl) Rl\é'era supplement to Hayden Burk received two
in pprovﬁate Wells. Through transferred unapproved
slu aplg:ngnts to mobile payment inappropriate athletic
BI ppand i . service, Wells wrestling supplements
um y transferred supplement to bowling and
bowling Burk wrestling
supplement to
\_ J . Burk / . J \. J

Based on the documentation reviewed and testimony obtained, OIG staff determined
there was sufficient evidence to prove that Principal Rivera approved ineligible staff to
receive athletic assistant coaches' supplements erroneously; thus, the Allegation was
Substantiated. However, it should be noted that Principal Rivera immediately took action
to rectify the situation and promptly report the matter. Principal Rivera has further
indicated in her response that she has instituted a process to ensure the legitimacy of
coaching supplements going forward.

The evidentiary standard used by the School District of Palm Beach County OIG in determining
whether the facts and claims asserted in the complaint were proven or disproven is based upon
the preponderance of the evidence. Preponderance of the evidence is contrasted with "beyond
a reasonable doubt,"” which is the more severe test required to convict a criminal and "clear and
convincing evidence," a standard describing proof of a matter established to be substantially
more likely than not to be true. OIG investigative findings classified as "substantiated” means
there was sufficient evidence to justify a reasonable conclusion that the actions occurred and
there was a violation of law, policy, rule, or contract to support the allegation. Investigative
Jfindings classified as "unfounded" means sufficient evidence to justify a reasonable conclusion
that the actions did not occur and there was no violation of law, policy, rule, or contract to
substantiate the allegation. Investigative findings classified as "unsubstantiated” means there
was insufficient evidence fo justify a reasonable conclusion that the actions did or did not occur
and a violation of law, policy, rule, or contract to support the allegation could not be proven or

disproven.

School District of Palm Beach County | Office of Inspector General
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ATTESTATION

l, the undersigned, do hereby swear, under penalty of perjury, to the best of my
personal knowledge, information, and belief, the contents of this report are true
and accurate; and | have not knowingly or willfully deprived or allowed another to
deprive, the subject of the investigation of any rights contained in Sections 112.532
and 112.533, Florida Statutes. This investigation was conducted pursuant to
School District Policy 1.092, Inspector General, and in accordance with applicable
Principles and Standards for Offices of Inspector General as published by the
Association of Inspectors General.

Robert Sheppard, Senior Investigator

STATE OF FLORIDA

COUNTY OF PALM BEACH

Sworn to (or affirmed) and-subscribed before me this 21 day of March, 2022, by
Robert Sheppard, Senior Investigator for the School District of Palm Beach

County, Of‘fm%@tor General, who is personally known by me.

I s M Wika. OSCARD, RESTREPO
Signature“6f Notary Public ;’.f\ ’3 Commisslon # GG 206084

— . . & Explrea Oclober 14, 2022
Notary Public or [_] Law Enforcement Officer VATV Bondod Th Troy e ouras 800357010

This investigation was conducted by Senior Investigator Robert Sheppard, supervised by
Director of Investigations Oscar Restrepo and approved by Inspector General Teresa
Michael. The investigation was conducted in accordance with guidance from the
Association of Inspectors General handbook and within standards as prescribed by
Commission for Florida Law Enforcement Accreditation.

Reviewed by: Date: 3/ 93/ I
Oscar I?e/sfre‘p/ Director of Investigations

Approved by: /4&(./ M Date: _%’//2_?_} / 22

eresa Michael/ Inspector General

School District of Palm Beach County | Office of Inspector General
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Exhibit 1
REDACTED
Forest Hill Community High
School (FHCHS)
2020-21 Seasonal Supplement List

Activity #: %" ) OA A\ "1;_,,
0IG Staff: cD

Date Rec'd: B - &3 Pages Q_H
Rec'd:
Redacted:__Yes WNa) N/A _ Req'd __TBD
Exhibit/Reference #.___4




.LO'

__Jio JIName JEarn Code ||Deacr —_|lPay Froq_]Descr JlAmount Due__ |[Process Date |
2021 0581 1010863 5C3 SOCCER IV COACH BOYS (WIN) HS i 7757.00 3/1/2021
2021 0581 £B1 FOOTBALL HEADCOACH [FALL) HS F 3534.96 12/7/2020
2021 0581 784 FOOTBALL ASST COA (2/9) HS P 73150 5/10/2021
2021 0581 BBl BASEBALL HEAD COAC (SPRG) HS P 3611.00 5/10/2021
2021 0S81 BK1 BASKETBALL HEAD COA BOYS HS 1 4532.00 3172021
2021 0581 A1 SPECIAL ACTIVIT {1 @ 75) HS ] SENIOR SHAKEDOWN - READI 621.00 5/10/2021
2021 0581 sAL SPECIALACTIVIT (L @ 75) HS [ ENVIRONMENTAL CLUB 621.00 5/10/2021
2021 0581 siz HS Science Club/Fair Coor-Fall F 831.25 12/18/2020
2021 0581 sS4 HS Seience Club/Fair Coor-Wntr 1 831.25 3/1/2021
2021 0581 SA1 SPECIAL ACTIVIT (1 @ 75) HS P ENVIRONMENTAL CLUB 621.00 5/10/2021
2021 0581 si2 HS Science Club/Fair Coor-Fall £ 831.25 12/18/2020
2021 0581 5K HS Science Club/Fair Coor-Wntr I 831.25 3/1/2021
2021 0581 Sw1 SWIMMING HEAD COACH CO-ED HS F 3611.00 12/7/2020
2021 0581 K5 BASKETBALL HEAD COA GIRLS HS i 4532.00 5/24/2021
2021 0381 1058173 Fovden leuriy [ow] CROSS COUNTRY GIRLS (FALL) HS F 241000 12/7/2020
2001 0581 1058173 i I e TKa TRACK HEAD COACH GIRLS HIGH P 3611.00 5/10/2021
2021 0581 1058173 Hayden,Laura F wR3 WRESTLING JV COACH (WINTER}HS | 2757.00 3/12/2021
2021 0581 F82 FOOTBALL ASST COACH (FALL) HS F 259350 1/4/2021
2021 0581 FB2 FOOTBALL ASST COACH (FALL) HS F 2593.50 12/7/2020
2021 0581 FB4 FOOTBALL ASST COA [2/9) HS P 73150 5/10/2021
2021 D581 5C5 SOCCER HEAD COA GIRLS{WIN) HS | 3611.00 3/1/2021
2021 0581 TN TENNIS HEAD COACH GIRLS HS P 241000 5/10/2021
2021 0581 i CHEERLEADER VARSITY (FALL) HS F 1805.50 12/7/2020
2021 0581 1z CHEERLEADER VARSITY (WIN) HS | 1805.50 3/1/2021
2021 0581 B3 BASKETBALL 9TH GRD BOYS HS | 2124.00 3/1/2021
2021 0581 sl SPECIAL ACTIVIT (1 @ 75) HS P BLACK STUDENT UNION 621.00 5/10/2021
2021 0581 R WHESTLING HEAD CORCH (Wi} H + 3611.00 FHien
2021 0581 FB5 FOOTBALL J¥ COACH (FALL) HS F 7593.50 12/7/2020
2021 0581 FB6 FOOTBALL IV COA (2/3 FIN) HS P 73150 5/10/2021
2021 0581 sA1 SPECIAL ACTIVIT [1 @ 75) HS P SENIOR SHAKEDOWN- CREDIT 621.00 5/16/2021
2021 0581 Fs3 FEMALE SRORTS COA GRI HS FALL F VOLLEYBALL 2124.00 1/15/2021
2021 0581 VB1 VOLLEYBALL HEAD COACH BOYS HS P 3611.00 5/10/2021
2021 0581 vBs VOLLEYBALL HEAD COAC GIRLS HS F 3511.00 12/7/2020
2021 0581 sAL SPECIAL ACTIVIT (1 @ 75) HS P JROTC MARKSMANSHIP 621.00 5/10/2021
2021 0581 FB2 FOOTBALL ASST COACH [FALL) HS f 2593.50 12/2/2020
2021 0581 £83 FOOTBALL HEAD COA (2/9 FINJHS P 997.04 5/10/2021
2021 0581 sc2 SOCCER ASST COA BOYS (WIN) HS I 2124.00 3/1/2021
2021 0581 5A1 SPECIAL ACTIVIT [1 @ 75) HS P SENIOR SHAKEDOWN- GRADUAT 621.00 5/10/2021
2021 0581 FB4 FOOTBALL ASST COA (2/3) HS P 73150 5/10/2021
2021 0581 FBS FOOTBALL JV COACH (FALL) HS F 259350 12/7/2020
2021 0581 T* TRACK ASST COACH BOYS HIGH P 2124.00 5/10/2021
2021 0581 sa1 SPECIAL ACTIVIT (1 @ 75) HS P SENIOR SHAKEDOWN - GRADU 621.00 5/10/2021
2021 0581 i 5A1 SPECIAL ACTIVIT (1 @ 75) HS P ART CLUB 621,00 5/10/2021
2021 0581 1102880 Blum,Anjelica L Bl1 BOWLING COACH CO-ED (FALL) HS F 2124.00 12/7/2020
2021 0381 1102880 Blum, Anjelica L F56 FEMALE SPORTS COA GRI HS WIN 1 WINTER GENDER FRESHMAN 2124.00 34112021
2022 0581 1102880 8lum,Anjelica L FS7 FEMALE SPORTS COA VAR HS 5PR P FLAG FOOTBALL 3611.00 5/10/2021
2021 0581 1102880 Blum, Anjelica L sa1 SPECIAL ACTIVIT (1 @ 75) HS P ALPHA CLUB 621,00 5/10/2021
2021 0581 BK2 BASKETBALL IV COACH BOYS H5 1 3325.00 3/1/2021
2021 0581 Fs2 FEMALE SPORTS COACH JV HS FALL F VOLLEYBALL 2757.00 1/15/2021
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Exhibit 2
REDACTED
December 11, 2021,
Mobile Payment Transaction
Between
Math Teacher Ryan Wells
Single School Culture Coordinator
Lauren Burk

Activity #:._ | - DOIH ~ T

0IG Staff_ 4R 3«5_? argl
Date Reﬁd:&llg*_»- ;&_l_%es:_a
Rec'd Mada) ipellS
Redacted:__Yes _N/A__Reg'd_TBD
Exhibit/Reference #: < B

P ]




8/19/2021 0 (750=1334)

« Verizon & 10:27 AM @ < 78% (@@ )
¢ Payment details
i

Lauren Cook

Social activity

v 0
ACHUHV i : - - = e
Status 0IG Staff: i
Date Rec'd: Pages:
Complete Rec'd:

Redacted:__Yes__No _N/A_ Reg'd __TBD
Exhibit/Reference # B

Payment method

S8 Bank ..

Transaction details

December 11, 2020, 10:47 AM - g Private

Paid to

Type of transaction

Payments between friends

Transaction ID

https://mail-attachmenl.googleusercantent.com/attachment/u/0/?ui=28&ik=5307f2628e&view=att&th=17b59c9cE46e54d5&attid=0.1&disp=inline&realatti ...

mn



9/16/2021 School District of Palm Beach County Mail - Dacuments Discussed-Ryan Wells FHCHS

IO Dig
e g;; “i Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>

Documents Discussed-Ryan Wells FHCHS

5 messages

Ryan Wells <r.wells@palmbeachschools.org> Wed, Aug 18, 2021 at 11:03 AM

To: Robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org

Morning!

Thank you for meeting with me today. | apologize for this whole situation and wish it was never an issue in the first
place.

Please see below for documents we discussed:
-Conversation between Ron, Blum, and myself after | did not receive the Flag Stipend (multiple images).

-Venmo Transactions from Blum to myself then to Burk for the Bowling Stipend.
-1 do not have any transactions for soccer as Ms. Hayden must have sent Burk the funds directly (not sure what dollar

amount or percentage of the stipend).

-Screenshots of a few emails sent to the treasurer/AD showing duties | performed outside of normal soccer, bowling, and
teaching responsibilities (Asst. AD work).

-Folders for the work | did with Coach Ron to eam a stipend: Link to Ticket Reports (you may have to electronically have
Mr. Kotouch allow you access). My signature will be on forms other than just sports | coach as | was at many games and

deposited and recorded funds.

Please let me know if there are any other documents that you may need and | can try to find them. | hope this issue can
be resolved.

Thank You.

Mr. Ryan Wells

Mathematics Coach

Forest Hill Community High School
Office Number:

Twitter:

10 attachments
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Exhibit 3
REDACTED
Principal Esther Rivera
August 26, 2021, Email
Response

Activity #__3 | - (O -

0IG Staff:_ %4 Lt é
Date Rec'd: Brll2y ages: -
Rec'd: £8 ther “I (Gt &_B,-__
Redacted:;_ Yes lN/A __Reg'd __TRD

Exhibit/Reference #_ o =2
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8/26/2021
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Investigation

4 messages

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>
To: Esther Rivera <esther.rivera@palmbeachschools.org>

Good afternoon Principal Rivera,

Schaoal District of Palm Beach County Mail - Invesligation

ll Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>

Thu, Aug 26, 2021 at 1:53 PM

I'm wrapping up my investigative report, and | have a few uncerainties which respectiully require your clarification.

» What responsibilities (Sports) did Ryan Taylor Nani perform/conduct? Was he the official/unofficial

Assistant Athletic Director??

* I'm aware and understand that Inadvertently Blum received the $2124 bowling supplement...Did you approve Blum

to transfer "cash-app" the bowling supplement she received to Wells?

« The FHCHS 2020-21 seasonal| supplement list shows that on December 7, 2020, Wells received a $3611 Female

Sports Coach Supplement....Question:

Did Wells receive the female sport supplement for Bowling? or?27.

o 2020-21 Hayden agreed to assist the soccer program, shortly after agreeing to support the soccer program she
realized that she could not assist the program due to conflict of schedule...Nonetheless, Hayden received a
wrestling supplement and did nat coach wrestling....Hayden said she cash-app the wrestling supplement to Burk

because Burk did all of the paperwork for the soccer
transferred the wrestling supplement to Burk for assisting the soccer program?

program....did you approve or were you aware that Hayden

» Were you aware that administrators can or cannot receive athletic suppiements at the time of the 2020-21

fall/spring supplements disbursements to athletics coaches?

Thank you Principal Rivera for your timely response...If further information is needed please do not hesitate to contact me

at (561) 649-6877/PX#46877

Robert L. Sheppard, Jr. 0IG Staff:

Activity #.*w-%\\ Favo Lt o

Senior Investigator (SRI)
Office of Inspector General

[==)

Date Rec'd: g Zle»-< ) bngws b .,
Rec'd:_§<5-4 be

s

C) T 0D

3138 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite C-306

West Palm Bch, FL 33406

Phone: (561).649-6877

PXit 46877

Email: Robert.Sheppard@palmbeachschools.org

e

Esther Rivera <esther.rivera@palmbeachschools.org>
To: Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>

* What responsibilities (Sports) did Ryan Taylor Nani perform/conduct?
Assistant Athletic Director?? 7« = - ypiement ihat staies Assis
Since Wi Kofouch was on leave due

o I'm aware and _L-J.ﬁdersiand that inadﬁenehtfy Blﬁm received the $2124 bowling

Redacted:_ Yes _‘@1 o) N/A _ Reg'd __TBO
Exhibit/Reference # S\

)

Thu, Aug 2B, 2021 at 2:04 PM

Was he the official/unofficial

supplement...Did you approve

Blum to transfer "cash-app" the bowling supplement she received to Wells? i |- 1 -

o My

when | reaiz

« The FHCHS 2020-21 seasonal supplement list shows that on December 7, 2020, Wells received a $3611
Female Spoarts Coach Supplement....Question: Did Wells receive the female sport supplement for Bowling?

or???. herEiSholemalesnoiicloniem:
* 2020-21 Hayden agreed to assist the soccer

progrém, shortly aﬁer agféeing td supﬁoﬂ t-he _socée; Df ogréh': she

realized that she could not assist the program due to conflict of schedule...Nonetheless, Hayden received a
wrestling supplement and did not coach wrestling....Hayden said she cash-app the wrestling supplement to Burk
because Burk did all of the paperwork for the soccer program....did you approve or were you aware that Hayden

transferred the wrestling supplement to

urk for assisting the

soccer program? |
nave e eheck 1o IF MsHayden reteiveda stivsnd for Wres

eccurnng: | wilt

hitps :ﬂmai!.googie.com!maiULh’O?ik=530?f2628e&view=pl&search=alI&permthid=thread-a%3Ar??006431 89534904109&simpl=msg-a%3Ar769568573. ..
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was Leslie Toussaint and not Ms. Hayden. |'will speak with professional standards

superintendent about this if this ocecurred.
* Were you aware that administrators can or cannot receive athletic supplements at the time of the 2020-21
fall/spring supplements disbursements to athletics coaches? | am aware hat adminisirators can not recel

tipend such as club stipends at the time of 2020-2021 fall'spring

athletic supplements or any other s
supplement.

Esther M. Rivera

Principal

Forest Hill Community High School

A Title Cne, IB World School

6901 Parker Avenue, WPB, FI. 33405
P:561-540-2400

Folfow me on Twitler:
Folffow our Schoot: @FHH_FalconFury

[Quoted text hidden]

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschoaols.org>
To: Esther Rivera <esther.rivera@palmbeachschools.org>

Esther,
Why did Wells receive the Fall Female Sports Stipend? What did he do?...he received $3611 in the fall season..

Also the 2020-21 Seasonal Supplement shows Hayden received a supplement for wrestling?
Please call if further information is needed...

Raobert L. Sheppard, Jr.

Senior Investigator (SRI)

Office of Inspector General

3138 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite C-308

West Palm Bch, FL 33406

Phone: (561) 649-6877

PX# 46877

Email: Robert.Sheppard@palmbeachschools.org

[Quoted text hidden]

Thu, Aug 26, 2021 at 2:16 PM

Esther Rivera <esther.rivera@palmbeachschools.org> Thu, Aug 26, 2021 at 2:36 PM

To: Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>

Why did Wells receive the Fall Female Sports Stipend? What did he da?...he received $3611 in the fall season..
Mr. Wells received the Fall Female Sports Stipend becalse he assisted in supemnvising Fall Female Sporis practices and
games when there were several events occurring simultaneously on campus.

5 Also the 2020-21 Seasonal Supplement shows Hayden received a supplement for wrestling?

* Thank you for bringing this to my attention. This was an error. | will inform professional standards and my instructional
superintendent of this error. Mr. Leslie Toussiant was the Coach for Wrestling not Ms. Hayden.

https://mail google.com/mail/u/0?ik=53072628e&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3Ar7700643 189534904 109&simpl=msg-a%3Ar769568573....

214






8/30/2021 School District of Palm Beach County Mail - Investigation

Esther M. Rivera

Principal

Forest Hill Community High School

A Title One, IB World School

6901 Parker Avenue, WPB, Fl. 33405
P: 561-540-2400

Fofiow me on Twitter;
Foflow our School: @FHH _FalconFury

[Quoted text hidden)

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org> Mon, Aug 30, 2021 at 8:11 AM

To: Esther Rivera <esther.rivera@palmbeachschools.arg>

Good morning Principal Rivera,

Did you approve for Blum to receive the $2124 bowling supplement....Did you approve for Blum to cash-app the bowling
supplement to Wells or Burk?

Robert L. Sheppard, Jr.

Senior Investigator (SRI)

Office of Inspector General

3138 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite C-306

West Palm Bch, FL 33406

Phone: (561) 649-6877

PX# 46877

Email: Robert.Sheppard@palmbeachschools.org

[Quoted text hidden]

Esther Rivera <esther.rivera@palmbeachschools.org> Mon, Aug 30, 2021 at 8:19 AM

To: Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>

Good morning Mr. Sheppard. No, | did not approve for Blum to receive the bowling stipend. No, | did not approve Ms.
Blum to cash app the bowling stipend to Mr. Wells nor Ms. Burk.
[Quoted text hidden]

Esther M. Rivera

Principal

Forest Hill Community High School

A Tille One, 1B World School

6901 Parker Avenue, WPB, F!1. 33405
P:561-540-2400

Foflow me on Twitfer:
Follow our Schoal: @FHH_FalconFury

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschoals.org> Mon, Aug 30, 2021 at 9:42 AM

To: Esther Rivera <esther.rivera@palmbeachschools.org>

Thank you.....\Were you aware that Wells cash app Burk the Bowling supplement he received from Blum...

Robert L. Sheppard, Jr.

Senior Investigator (SRI)

Office of Inspector General

3138 Farest Hill Blvd., Suite C-306
West Palm Bch, FL 334086

hitps//mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=5307{2628e&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3Ar7700643189534904109&simpl=msg-a%3Ar769568573... 3/4
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Phone: (561) 649-6877
PX# 46877

School District of Palm Beach County Mail - Investigation

Email: Robert.Sheppard@palmbeachschools.org

[Quoted text hidden)

Esther Rivera <esther.rivera@palmbeachschools.org>
To: Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>

No, | was not aware that Mr. Wells cash append Ms. Burk the bowling supplement he received from Ms. Blum.

[Quoted text hidden]

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/07ik=530712628e&view=pt&search=all§permthid=thread-a%3Ar7700643189534904109&simpl=msg-a%3Ar769568573. ..

Esther M. Rivera

Principal

Forest Hill Community High School

A Title One, IB World School

6901 Parker Avenue, WPB, FI, 33405
P: §61-540-2400

Fofiow me on Twitter:
Follow our School: @FHH_FalconfFury

Mon, Aug 30, 2021 at 9:49 AM

4/4



Exhibit 4
Ronald Kotouch
September 8, 2021,
Email Response

Activity #: cl\ 8O Y- ‘T',

0IG Staff: Sihe PPk 4
Date Reg'd: °} ")’ 2\ Pages_Z2 A
Rec'd: (,_,‘5\' SCUC

Redacted: Yes g:\!o} N/A _ Req'd __TBD
Ethrt/ﬂeference# e Y
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Investigation
2 messages

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>
To: Ronald Kotouch <ronald.kotouch@palmbeachschools.org>

Good morning sir,

Please explain (FHCHS) process for approving athletic supplements payable to athietic coaches...

= Do you submit coaches' names to the Principal for payment approval?
» Do head coaches submit agenda(s) or names of assistant coaches who assisted the sports program to your

office?
« Did wrestling coach Leslie Touisaint submit an agenda to your office that Laura Hayden assisted the wrestling

team?
Please contact my office at your earliest convenience
(561) 649-6877/PX#46877

Activity #: 28 - GO A -
0G Staff._ WS ePPar

Robert L. Sheppard, Jr.

Senior Investigator (SRI) Date Rgach_“y-35-2\ Paged

Office of Inspector General Rec'd *Pnea s YL [Q; (Y

3138 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite C-306 Redacted: Yes W N/A  Re 'd  TBD
West Palm Bch, FL 33406 ExhibitReierence #° Lo
Phone: (561) 649-6877 RSt '

PX# 46877

Email: Robert.Sheppard@palmbeachschools.org

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>

Wed, Sep 8, 2021 at 9:47 AM

Roenald Kotouch <ronald.kotouch@palmbeachschools.org> Wed, Sep 8, 2021 at 1:23 PM

To: Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschoals.org>

Good afternoan, Mr. Shepard,

* Do you submit coaches' names to the Principal for payment approval?
Coaches names are submitted to the principals secretary prior to being put into the system for payment.

* Do head coaches submit agenda(s) or names of assistant coaches who assisted the sports program
to your office?

‘Caaches notified me of who their assistant coaches would be and whether or not they would be volunteer or paid. From
there, we (AP over Athletics) would do our diligence to ensure that volunteer coaches were approved to be volunteers
and paid coaches had fulfilled their requirements to coach and receive a stipend. | never micromanaged anyone from
there. If the head coach of the program identified someone as an assistant, | went off of their word that the person
identified as an assistant coach was fulfilling their duties ta best help that particular program.

4-*‘- = Did wrestling coach Leslie Touisaint submit an agenda to your office that Laura Hayden assisted the
wrestling team?

There was not an agenda submitted from coach Leslie Toussaint that Laura Hayden assisted the wrestling team. This
was also never communicated by me to the principals secretary that Laura Hayden assisted the wrestling team. | will
send a Google sheet that was shared with the principals secretary identifying whe should be getting a winter stipends for

2020-2021.
L

https:ffmail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=5307f2628e&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3Ar34608930485111311 99&simpl=msg-a%3Ar-5603224786. ..
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Sent from my iPhone

On Sep 8, 2021, at 9:48 AM, Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org> wrote:

[Quoted lext hidden)

[Quoted lext hidden]

hitps:/imail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=5307f2628e&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3Ar3460893048511131199&simpl=msg-a%3Ar-560322476... 2/2



Exhibit 5
REDACTED
March 23, 2021,
Mobile Payment Transaction
Between
Spanish/Avid Teacher Laura Hayden
&
Single School Culture Coordinator
Lauren Burk

Activity #:_=d | - DO_\ﬂ o .

0IG Staff:
Date Rec'd, 5 - n 2 que _LL
Rec'd: Qi_LL:I:AL] S
Redacted:__Yes _{inJ N/A Reqd _TBD
ExhtbsURefefence# -
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I,/‘-’;/_'! WL D_-J:i.i;..l‘

A
& I : Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>

g

Receipt of Funds Transferred
4 messages
Tue, Aug 17, 2021 at 4:01 PM

Laura Hayden <laura.hayden@palmbeachschools.org>
To: Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschoals.org>

$1.800

oyt Bl [ty 1y fpeerids,

Laura Hayden

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschoals.org>
To: Laura Hayden <laura.hayden@palmbeachschools.org>

Tue, Aug 17, 2021 at 8:21 PM

Got it... Thank you

On Tue, Aug 17, 2021 at 4:02 PM Laura Hayden <laura.hayden@palmbeachschools.org> wrote:
31,800

https://mail.google.com/mailfu/0?ik=5307f2628e &view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1708372031977946481&simpl=msg-f%3A17083720319...  1/2
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i Verizon LTE 9:12 AM 80% ()

< Laurita Hayden 000

Feed Between You

Laurita Hayden paid you + $1,800.00
Mar 23

The best wrestling coach out there.

VARNS

{Quated taxt hidden)

L

Latren Burk

S5CCHM2th Grade Administrator
561-540-3089
Follow me on twitter!

hitps:imail.google.comfmailiuf?ik=530712628e viow=pl&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3Ar-1 57140478841883089&simpl=msg-a%3Ard34618870... 22
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Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>

Receipts/IG Investigation
2 messagas

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org> Wed, Aug 18, 2021 at 9:08 AM

Ta: Lauren Burk <lauren.burk@palmbeachschools.org=
Good morning Lauren,

If possible, can you please screenshot a copy of the receipt of funds received from L. Hayden...

Rabert L. Sheppard, Jr.

Senior nvestigator (SRI)

Office of Inspector General

3138 Forest Hill Blvy,, Suite C-308

West Palm Beh, FL 33406
Phone: (561) 649-6877

PXit 46877

Email: Robert, Sheppard@palmbeschschools.org

Lauren Burk <lauren.burk@palmbeachschools.org> Wed, Aug 18, 2021 at 917 AM

To: Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>
Good moming, Mr. Sheppard:
Attached please find a screenshot of the Venimo transaction between Ms. Hayden and myself.

The comment Is in regards to Ms. Hayden explaining that it appeared on her paycheck as wrestling instead of Asst,
Soccer.

With appreciation,

Lauren

hitps:#mail.google.com/mallifi?ik=5307 262Bedview=pl&search=ali&permibid=thread-a%3Ar-167 1404 78841 8930698sImpl=msg-a%3Ar434818870. .,
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lLaura Hayden

Robert L. Sheppard, Jr.

Senior Investigator (SR1)

Office of Inspector General

3138 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite C-306

West Palm Bch, FL 33408
Phone: (561) 649-6877

PX# 46877

Email: Robert.Sheppard@palmbeachschaols.arg

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org> Tue, Aug 31, 2021 at 1:28 PM

To: Laura Hayden <laura.hayden@palmbeachschools.org>

Hi Ms. Hayden,

I'm wrapping up the investigation and | have a few uncertainties that require your attention.....Question, Did you coach
wrestling?

Robert L. Sheppard, Jr.

Senior Investigator (SRI)

Office of Inspector General

3138 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite C-306

West Palm Bch, FL 33406

Phone: (561) 649-6877

PX# 46877

Email: Robert.Sheppard@palmbeachschools.org

[Quoted text hidden]

Laura Hayden <laura.hayden@palmbeachschools.org> Tue, Aug 31, 2021 at 1:41 PM

To: Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>
Good afternoon,
No, I did not coach wrestling, liowever this was what appeared on my payelieck under 'Howrs and Earnings'.

WRESTUING IV COACH (WINTERIHS 2.357.00 275700

Ms. Laura Hayden, M.Ed.

Forest HIll Community High School

11th & 12th Grade AVID Elective Teacher Activiy #_ &V - < ed VSNV
Cialf: :

World Language Teacher OEQ Oi‘f ”'I' g ==

Date Rec'd: .~ Pages: I

Rec'd:
Redacled:__Yes __ No __N/A _ Req'd __TBD
Exhibit/Reference #

[Quoted text hidden]

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=5307f2628e&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A170837203197794648 1 &simpl=msg-{%3A17083720319. ..
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Exhibit 6
May 14-15-21, 2021, Text Messages
Between
Athletic Director Ronald Kotouch
&
Math Teacher Anjelica Blum

Activity # %j Mool

0IG Staff: She P Pagr L

Date Rec'd: ¥ 25 dﬂv%ge% _:':C*H

Rec'd: cb_}.hc_LE 1 Sl A R A Wl iy
Redacled:_Yes _YWo! N/A_ Req'd  TgD.

Exhtbat/Re ference #: ﬁLrL




. 2:58 L - wil56e® )

{122

Anjelica Blum »

Fri, May 14, 2212 PM

Wells never got the ﬂag assmtant
pay o

Will it be on the next one?

Why not?




258 . 111356 e @)

<D

_Anjelica Blum >

| WISh you would have told me. T
_would have gotten someone else fco
| handle all the paperwork S|de Ofl s

' E“I: goes towards allthe tournaments
 Like I'm driving to Ocala nowand -
~ paying out of pocket for hotels for
-_a}sttargame SRR U

That's what happened w;th Cook @
: Emd bowhng i &

Sali', &Tﬁy‘?ﬁ, 451 PM

E’m dﬂwﬂg hnme fmm fhe aH star '_;
~ game and have the girls in the car
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Anjelica Blurﬁ >

I don't know why you re comlng at
me. If this was an issue, you shouId
have told me before season, not -

after

the issues to th 1 thlnk he d|d'
| more than he realized he would be,‘

fras k)

i CelBa s ISR e P

Fri, Niay 21, 2:43 PM
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o Verizon o

, bel then | S|_“1.f.i)_{i;1.f-d: have been 5 |
N notifi‘ed from the beginning.
hcsn AD . | E

. _leleﬂ, Ryan was giving ycu the
supplement fmm the begmnmq

F e.ﬂat out told me that he was S
gmng it toyou

- So pleaae 3 don‘t have tzme for
th;s | B . |

; -"!um IR

_.r--_Hc}w we spend ihe money B _. Tl
-]shou!dn t matte; | T,

. '_j\l}‘} 1\{.-‘ V

lt'sa c_oaching stlpend for a
coach' - - . :

https:/mail-attachment. googleusercontent.coim/attachment/u/0/?ul=28ik=53072628e&vlew=all&lh=17b59¢0cB48a54d5&atlid=0.2&disp=inlns&realatti, .. 1A
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2 People >

iMessage
Sat, May 15, 2:46 PM

Ron hD

i Ryan I talked to you back in Feb
- that what had been planned
., wasn't gomg to work

. -That the end of lt

I understand that you do a lot
with your team but so does
everyone else

In regards to coach Blum
. needing to be paid more

h ttps:f/maiI.google.comfmailfulOi#inboxlFMfcngsttanRmfvaszvtMcxjva?projecterﬂ &messageParlld=0.4

_TBD

= -
p el mmy
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feq'd
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_Pages:
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Date Rec'd: G- i~

Rec'd:_X

F.of P

e
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0IG Staff:
Rea‘acterj?#
Exhibit/Reference #

Activity #:_
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Verizon % O 024AM @ 9 9% )

- 2 People »
) neeqmg 10 be parg more

‘ ;ff | told Ron he would be my
~ ' -assistant. | also went to Ryanin
~_the beginning of season dlmoqt
every day about team issues,
~including kicking off my. QB, and
. '_lttefalfy sald "let me get your i
- opinion since you are the
" assistant” If he wasn’i: alfowed to
=t be, then'l s‘hoUld have been |

hitps:/mail.google.comimaibufinbox/FiMicgzGkZsinzRRmfwyFzjXvtMexixvZ?projector=1 &messagePartld=0 5

M




81912021 MG_1420.)pg

i Vér’izon % _ 10:24 AM . @ 9 T79% ()

2 People >

~ Endofstory.

He dzdn’t do any work for flag S

- fffHe flat out told me thaT he was |
f;f‘__,._gtvmg it to you | |

S0 please ) don"t have ’tzme fc)r |
f-'_thrs | |

Biun

- How we spend the money
_shouldn 't matter

l%or Al

S a coachmg stlpend for a
_coach PRI

"I;ium

* He did what | needed from hrm |
‘which was be my voice of reason
~and give advice. Which is exacﬂy". St

‘what an assnstaﬂt ccach does '

htps:Hmail.google comimalliuf0Ainbox/F MicgzGhZstnzRRmiwyFz XviMex|xvZ ?projactor=1&messagePartid=0.6




Exhibit 7
May 21, 2021

Conference Note Meeting Minutes

Between

Principal Esther Rivera
Assistant Principal Antonio Loyd
Athletic Director Ronald Kotouch
Math Teacher Anjelica Blum

Activity #: &) DC\ \%
0IG Staff: ‘2’3 S
Date Rec' d i‘_—l L\ ques -»-(?;-u -
ELC CEs¥ner AN (\era
edacted:_ Yes Vol N/A .
Exhibit/Reference : “ﬂ—ﬁﬁeq 4 el
; B



Forest Hill Community High School U e dade )
6901 Parker Avenue
West Palm Beach, FL 33405 d!S3
Phone 561-540-2400  Fax 561-582-3026 @

CONFERENCE NOTES

TO: Anjelica Blum, Mathematics Teacher ) , p
Activity #,, 3 = OO L S =t
FROM: Esther Rivera, P.-incipal% OIG Staff: £ e, Qﬁg
Date Rec'd: 2 - th S . P [
DATE: June 8, 202 Rec't: s ther fhidece PO 1 Pa
' ’ neted:__Yes N/A__Req't __TBD
"\T_,_ ? —
RE: Policies/Procedures/Ethics o NG : ==

The following conference took place at Forest Hill Community High School on 5/21/2021. The purpose of the
meeting was to discuss the assignment of stipends during the school year.

Present at the meeting were Anjelica Blum, (Mathematics Teacher), Ronald Kotouch (Athletic Dircctor), Antonio
Loyd (Asst. Principal) and Esther Rivera (Principal).

Facts, information andior documents presented for consideration:

[. Mrs. Rivera made the following statements:
a. On 5721/2021, T spoke with Ms. Anjelica Blum regarding her request to the Athletic Director,
Ronald Kotouch, inquiring about a Flag Football stipend for Ryan Wells.
b. [asked Ms. Blum what were the coaching responsibilities of Ryan wells.
¢. linformed Ms. Blum that only coaches who participated actively with the athletic sport/students
and were hired for the season would be able to receive supplements associated with that sport.

2. Ms. Blum made the following statements:
a. “lwent to Mr. Wells for advice. T thought coaches could get paid for advising the team.”
b. “I did everything for Flag Football. Ryan Wells helped out as an advisor. | thought coaching
included completing paperwork.” )
c.. “kreceived the Bawling stipend for the falland gave it toMr Wells,”
ds T did not'do-anything for Bowling ™ '
e. “Ms. Cook was the mastermind.”

3. Mr Kotouch made the following statements:
a. “lasked Mr. Wells in February if he was coaching Flag Football. He told me he was not.”
b. *lreceived a text from Coach Blum asking why Mr. Wells didn't get the Asst. Coach stipend for
Flag Football.”

4. Expectations/Directives
a. Effective immediately, no supplemental salary will be issued outside of their assigned function(s).
All functions designated for supplements have been delineated in the CTA Collective Bargaining
Agreement and/or any other official School District communication.



b. Effective for next season ol sports, you are directed (o keep documentation of all times ol practices,
games and attendance sheets for student and coach participation.

5. End ol notes.
Should there be any questions. do not hesitate to contact'visit me for further discussion of this matter.

Employee Signature of Receipt: Date:

Tmfoyer ¥k

(#



Exhibit 8
REDACTED
December 11, 2020,
Mobile Payment
Transaction Between
Math Teacher Ryan Wells
&

Math Teacher Anjelica Blum

Activity #:._ 2V~ DOV ~TE

0iG Staff: A Dheopard

Date Rec'd: F ~\% -2\ Pages_ .3 _
Rec'd: T 4 aed h)@lij’
Redacted:__Ybs Yo N/A__Req'd _TBD
Exhibit/Reference #:

e
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< Payment details

AB

Anjelica Blum

n =331

+ $1,344

Social activity Exhibit/Reference #_
@o @ o -

Status

Complete

Transaction details

December 11, 2020, 10:38 AM - @ Private

Received from
Type of transaction

Payments between friends

Transaction ID

https:imail google.com/mail/u/0f#inbox/F MfcgzGkZstnzRRmfwvFzjXvtMexjxvZ ?projector=1&messagePartld=0.3
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Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>

Documents Discussed-Ryan Wells FHCHS

5 messages

Ryan Wells <r.wells@palmbeachschools.org> Wed, Aug 18, 2021 at 11:03 AM

To: Robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org

Morning!

Thank you for meeting with me today. | apologize for this whole situation and wish it was never an issue in the first
place.

Please see below for documents we discussed:
-Conversation between Ron, Blum, and myself after | did not receive the Flag Stipend (multiple images).

-Venmo Transactions from Blum to myself then to Burk for the Bowling Stipend.
-1 do not have any transactions for soccer as Ms. Hayden must have sent Burk the funds directly (not sure what dollar

amount or percentage of the stipend).

-Screenshots of a few emails sent to the treasurer/AD showing duties | performed outside of normal soccer, bowling, and
teaching responsibilities (Asst. AD work).

-Folders for the work | did with Coach Ron to earn a stipend: Link to Ticket Reports (you may have to electronically have
Mr. Kotouch allow you access). My signature will be on forms other than just sports | coach as | was at many games and

deposited and recorded funds.

Please let me know if there are any other documents that you may need and | can try to find them. | hope this issue can
be resolved.

Thank You.

Mr. Ryan Wells

Mathematics Coach

Forest Hill Community High School
Office Number: 561-540-2435
Twitter:

10 attachments
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Exhibit 9
REDACTED
Athletic Director Ronald
Kotouch September 9, 2021,
Email Response

Actviy#:. AV -\ ~ T
06 Staff:_ B Sne0pard

Date Reg'd: A -S4 - 2.\ Pages; 2
Rec'dt W oaia ld o dagic I
Redacted:__Yes YO\ N/A _ Req'd _ TBD
Exhibit/Reference #: A

T —




Cheerleading First Name Last Name Emai

Head Coach
JV Coach

Boys Soccer First Name L; ame Email
Head Varsity Coach Ryan Wells R.Wells@palmbeachschools.org

Head JV Coach
JV Assistant Coach
Girls Soccer First Name Last Name Email
Head Varsity Coach
Assistant Varsity Coach

Junior Varsity Head Coach
Wrestling Eirst Name Last Name Email
Head Coach
Boys Basketball First Name Last Name Email

Boys Varsity Head Coach
Assistant Varsity Coach
9th Grade Coach

Junior Varsity Head Coach

Girls Basketball First Name Last Name Email
Head Varsity Coach
Assistant Varsity Coach
JV Head Coach
Girls Weightlifting First Name L ame Email

Winter Gender Equity Head Coach
Winter Gender Equity JV Coach
Winter Gender Equity Freshmen Coach Anjelica Blum

Wy aske - Sfer s
— Actvity A b o oo {  ~ 0

0G Staft: Mpher ¥ Shonoa - X
Date Rgp'dB- 4.z \ ,Dagés’& iy
Rec'd: Kerne ) d e e
Redacted:_Yes _{No] N/A_ Req'd _ TBD
Exhibit/Reference # _




9/9/2021 Schocl District of Palm Beach County Mail - Spreadsheet shared with you: "Winter Supplements "

Robert Sheppard <robert.shepparcf@palmbeachschools.org>

Spreadsheet shared with you: "Winter Supplements "

2 messages

Ronald Kotouch (via Google Sheets) <drive-shares-dm-noreply@google.com> Thu, Sep 9, 2021 at 10:09 AM
Reply-To: Ronald Kotouch <ronald.kotouch@palmbeachschoals.org>

To: robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org

ronald.kotouch@palmbeachschools.org
shared a spreadsheet

ronald.kotouch@palmbeachschools.org has invited you to view the following

spreadsheet:

am Winter Supplements

Google LLC, 1600 Amphitheatre Parkway, Mountain View, CA 94043, USA
You have received this email because ronald.kotouch@palmbeachschools.org Google Worlspace
shared a spreadsheet with you from Google Sheets,

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org> Thu, Sep 9, 2021 at 10:24 AM
To: Ronald Kotouch <ronald.kotouch@palmbeachschools.org>

Thank you sir. for the winter supplement list....

| attempted to contact you via telephone to cancel our meeting (09/09/21 10:00 AM).....If possible do you have the
Fall/Spring lists that you provided to the principal's secretary..

Robert L. Sheppard, Jr,

Senior Investigator (SRI)

Office of Inspector General

3138 Forest Hill Bivd., Suite C-306
West Palm Beh, FL 33406

Phaone: (561) 649-6877

PX# 46877

https:/mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=530712628e&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A171043355045725 1 672&simpl=msg-f%3A17104335584... 1/2



9/9/2021 School District of Palm Beach County Mail - Spreadsheet shared with you: "Winter Supplements "
Email: Robert.Sheppard@palmbeachschools.org

[Quoled text hidden]

https:/imail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=530712628edview=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-{%3A17 10433559457291672&simpl=msg-{%3A17104335594 ...  2/2



Exhibit 10
Athletic Director Ronald Kotouch
September 10, 2021,
Email Response

Activity #: ?;1 -vc’.\;d | e N

Date Rec'd: C’\ \(_., @\Pdg & &
Recd: Bhm (i Yo A
Redacted:__Yes _No) N/A _ Req'd _TBD
Exhibit/Reference 4~ o




9/13/2021 Schoal District of Palm Beach County Mail - Spreadsheat shared with you: "Winter Supplements "

Email: Robert.Sheppard@palmbeachschools.org

[Quoted text hidden]

Ronald Kotouch <ronald.kotouch@palmbeachschools.org>
To: Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>

You're welcome. I'm looking far those lists now.

Sent from my iPhone

On Sep 9, 2021, at 10:25 AM, Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org> wrote:

[Quoted text hidden]

Ronald Kotouch <ronald.kotouch@palmbeachschools.org>
To: Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>

The fall supplements were emailed directly to Mrs. Segura from me twice. Once with my recommendations and then
again after changes were made by Mrs. Rivera. |can't find the emails, but I'm sure they are out there in cyberspace
somewhere.

The spring supplements were hand written by last year’s AP over Athletics, Antonio Loyd, and handed to Mrs. Segura.

Sent from my iPhone
On Sep 9, 2021, at 10:45 AM, Ronald Kotouch <ronald.kotouch@palmbeachschools.org> wrote:

You're welcome. I'm looking for those lists now.
[Quoted text hidden]

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>
To: Ronald Kotouch <ronald.kotouch@palmbeachschools.org>

Thank you sir
[Quoled text hidden]

[Quoted text hidden)

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschoaols.org>
To: Renald Kefouch <ronald.kotouch@palmbeachschools.org>

Good morning Ronald,

Did Ryan Wells submit a request or agenda that Lauren Burk will be the assistant soccer coach in the 2020-21 school

Thu, Sep 9, 2021 at 10:45 AM

Thu, Sep 9, 2021 at 2:12 PM

Thu, Sep 9, 2021 at 4:16 PM

Fri, Sep 10, 2021 at 7:51 AM

year....
\etivity # \ ; } ] .’T_‘

Robert L. Sheppard, Jr. fﬂﬂfj\ih‘! f Z—‘b (Z G ) *—H..’p,:l -

Senior Investigator (SRI) 0IG Staft_GiA . S Cp Pal s .

Office of Inspector General Date HLF/ g =y =¥ T\ Pl (es: 4\#&..-_

3138 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite C-306 Rec'd: E(___, S ) <§ | e e L

West Palm Bch, FL 334086

Phone: (561) 649-6877

PX# 46877

Email: Robert.Sheppard@palmbeachschaools.org

Redacted:__Yes C,g JA _Req'd__TBD
[xﬁl)!URe[ei ence #_

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=5307f2628e&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A17 1043355945729 1672&simpl=msg-f%3A17104335594 ... 2/3



9/13/2021 School District of Palm Beach County Mail - Spreadsheet shared with you: “Winter Supplements "

[Quoted lext hidden]

Ronald Kotouch <ronald.kotouch@palmbeachschools.org> ri, Sep 10, 2021 at 11:58 AM
To: Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.arg>

He told me verbally that Lauren would be handiing the paperwork collection (Athletics packets and insurance) and any
administrative work far boys soceer.

Sent from my iPhone

On Sep 10, 2021, at 7:51 AM, Rabert Sheppard <rabert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org> wrote:

[Quoted text hidden]

hﬂps:/fmail.google.com/ﬁail/ulO?ik=5307f26289&view=pl& search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1710433559457291672&simpl=msg-f%3A17104335594... 3/2



Exhibit 11
REDACTED
Assistant Principal Antonio Loyd
September 10, 2021,
Email Response

Activity #: . \;Dc’l S

0IG Staff: £ (/LG O PavC
Date Rec d: % G\ L Pages
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9/13/2021 School District of Palm Beach County Mail - Investigation

Investigation
5 messages

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org> Thu, Sep 9, 2021 at 4:16 PM

To: Antonio Loyd <antonio.loyd@palmbeachschools.org>

Evening sir,

This is Mr.Sheppard from the I1G's Office...Respectfully when you have a moment, if available can you provide a copy of

the Fall/Spring 2021 supplement list created by Mr. Kotouch. The list shows Coaches who were submitted for pay.
Kotouch inferred that you might have copies...If not available please advise.

If further clarification is needed please contact me at (561) 649-6877/PX#46877
Have a great day..

Robert L. Sheppard, Jr.

Senior Investigator (SRI)

Office of Inspector General

3138 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite C-306

West Palm Bch, FL 33406
Phone: (561) 649-6877

PXi# 46877

Email: Robert.Sheppard@palmbeachschools.org

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>

Antonio Loyd <antonio.loyd@palmbeachschools.org> Thu, Sep 9, 2021 at 4:26 PM

To: Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>

Good Evening,
Supplement lists did not go through me. The list of coaches to be paid were kept between Ms.
Rivera and Mr. Kotouch. The only list I was privy to were the coaches list that's attached.

2021-2022 Coaches

Regards,

Aty #_ A e SN
[Quoled text hidden] Gfgﬂ?dll % _Dtm f" :N_( é:

With sincere gratitude and appreciation, Date Rec' d‘ 9 iﬁ;:};_ \ ?’rdUbfv L% o
Rec'd: &Qu.._\'\_gw-k Yy L.C;' A4

Antonio Loyd Redacted:Yes _@a N/A  Req J_ ELD
Assistant Principal ExhibitReference #—_ @

Forest Hill Community High School e
FALCONS S.0.A.R.

"We must be like the Falcon with superhuman acuity and wings that dig through the air.” - Self

https:/imail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=5307f2628ed&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3Ar-331274006806024 56 758&simpl=msg-a%3Ar75378675...
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9/13/2021 School District of Palm Beach County Mail - Investigation

Robert L. Sheppard, Jr.

Senior Investigatar (SRI)

Office of Inspector General

3138 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite C-306

West Palm Beh, FL 33406

Phone: (561).649-6877

PX# 46877

Email: Robert.Sheppard@palmbeachschools.org

On Thu, Sep 9, 2021 at 4:16 PM Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org> wrote:
[Quoted text hidden]

Antonio Loyd <antonio.loyd@palmbeachschools.org> Fri, Sep 10, 2021 at 11:18 AM
To: Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>

Try again, I have changed your access.
[Quoted text hidden]
[Quoted text hidden)

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org> Fri, Sep 10, 2021 at 2:29 PM
To: Antonio Loyd <antonio.loyd@palmbeachschools.org>

Thank you!

Robert L. Sheppard, Jr.

Senior Investigator (SRI)

Office of Inspector General

3138 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite C-306

West Palm Bch, FL 33406

Phone: (561) 649-6877

PX# 46877

Email: Robert.Sheppard@palmbeachschools.org

[Quoted text hidden]

https:/imail.google.com/mail/u/07ik=5307f2628e&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3Ar-3312740060602456758&simpl=msg-a%3Ar75378675... 3/3



i
f

2020-2021 Fall Coaghes
Hend Football Coach
Assistant Football Coach
Assistant Football Coach
Assisiant Foolball Coach
Head JV Foolball Coach
JV Assistant Coach
JV Assistant Coach
Assislanl Faoipall Coach
4th Grade Faolball Coach
9th Grade Football Coach
Swimming

Head Swim Coach
Junior Varsity Swim Coach

Cross Countey.
Head Girls Coach
Head Boys Coach

Assistant Crass Country Caach
Female Sports Supplement)

Girlz Vellevhall
Head Coach
Assistant Varsily Coach
Junior Varsity Head Coach

Sth Grade Caach
{9th Grade Female Sports Supplament)

Head Coach

Heag Coach
JV Coach

Bovya Soccor

Head Coach
Assistant Varsily Coach
Head Jv Caach
Bids Soccer
Head Varsity Caach
Assistant Varsily Coach
Junior Varsity Head Coach
Wrestiing
Head Coach
Assistant Wreslling Coach
JV Wreslling Coach
Boys Baskelball
Boys Varsily Head Coach
Assislant Varsity Coach
Head JV Coach
9th Grade Coach
Girls Baskelball
Head Varsity Coach
Assistant Varsity Coach
Head JV Coach

v

Brian

Vince

Sarah
Jule
Eirst Name
Laura
Justin

Maura
EirstName
Emma

Anjelica
OPEN

Madison
Eirst Nams
Rehana

Nihara

Eist Name
Lilana
Juan

Tony
Clayton
‘Weslley
Shawn
Eirst Hams
Markus
OPEN

Basford
Henry
Pulaskl

Email
James Basford@palmbeachschanls.arg
Kyle Henry@palmbeachschoals.arg
Brian. Pulaski@palmbeachschosts org

Vincehulme12@gmail.com

ing@rmcasummi

Emall

Andrews Sarah Andrews@palmbeachschools org
Mariin Julie.Marfin@palmbeachschaots arg
Lzl Name Emall
Hayden Laura Hayden@palmbeschscnoots org
Bonsch Justin Boreh@palmbeachschools.org
L1 Maura.! org
Last Hame Email
Kapusta Emma Boenfield@palmbeachschoals arg
Blum Anjelica Blum@palmbeachschools.org
OPEN
QFEN
LastName Email
Wells Ryan.Wells@palmbaachschaols org
Las| Name Email
-

Kinder
Last Name

Seacen-Vargas

Seeden

kastName
Sanchez
Galvez

Lasl Name
Toussainl
OPEN
QOPEN
Laat Name
Watson
Williams
Sheltan
Martin
Last Hame
Emerson
OFENI
anen

mkinder? 7@att net

Email

Rehana Seed

Ninara Seeden@palmbeachschaols.arg
Email

Liliana.Sanchez@palmbeachschaals.arg

Jagalve2000@palmbeachschools.org

/

4 Emall
Tony.Walson@palmbeachschools.arg
Clayten. Williams 22@gmail.com
Wesliey, Shelton@palmbeachschools.org
Shawn.Martin@palmbaachschools.org

Emall
Markus.|.Emerson@paimbaachschools.org

Stalus
Teachar
Teacher
Teacher

Teacher
Teacher (JIL}
Status
Teacher
Teacher

Teacher
Status

Teacher

Teacher

Status

Teacher

Slalus

Off Campus
Slatus

Teacher

District Employee
Status
Teacher
Off Campus
=i

Off Campus

District Employea
Slatus
Teacner

CPR  COVID HEAT CARDIAC COMCUSSION RECRUITING

CPR

covio

HEAT

CARDIAC CONCUSSION RECRUITING

CARDIAC CONCUSSION RECRUITING

RECRUITING

CARDIAC CONCUSSION RECRUIING

CARDIAC CONCUSSION RECRUITING

CARDIAC CONCUSSION BECRUITING

CARDIAC GONGUSSION REGRUITING

CARDIAC CONCUSSION RECRUITING



9ih Grade Coach
Glls Weinhtifting,
Head Coach
Assistant Caach
(Female JV Sparts Supplemenl)

Bovs Wolahtlifling

Head Coach
Assistant Coach {Assistant Tannis Stipend)

Baseball
Head Coach
Assislant Varsily Coach
Head JV Coach

Soflbg
Head Varsiy Coach
Assislant Varsily Coach
Junior Varsity Coach

Track and Field

Head Boys Coach
Head Girls Coach
Assislan Coach
Assistant Coach

Jepnis
Head Glds Coach
Head Bays Coach
Asistant Coach

Boys Vollayball.
Head Varsity Coach
AV Head Caach
Assislant Coach
Girs Flag Football

Head Varsily Coach

(Head Varsity Female Sparts Coach Supplement)

JV Head Coach
{IV Female Sparis Coach Supplment)

Sth Grace Coach
18th Grade Sporls Coach Supplement)

QgenGondar Equite Sticends

Fall - Head Female Sparts Coach
‘Winter - Head Female Sports Coach
Winler- Sth Grade Female Sports Coach

OPEN

Eirst Name
Caitlin

Kim
Eirst Nape
Caithn
Mareus
Elest Name
Russ
OPER
Josue
t Name
Stephanie
OPEN
OPEN
First Name
Justin
Laura
Evan
Maura
Eirst Name
Liliana
Juan
OFEN

Kim
Ashley
OPEN
Eizst Name

Anjelica
Emma

Angalica

‘OPEN

Last Hame Email
Schubiger Caillin.Schub ger@palmbeachschools org
Pirisino Kimberly Pirisino@palmbeachschoals org
LastHame Email
Schublger Caillin Schubiger@palmbeachschools.org
Emerson Markus.|.Emerson@palmbeachschools.org
LastNama ail
Milliken Russ.Millixen@palmbeachschaols.org
@PEN
Guliarrez Jjosue gutierrez@palmbeachscheols.omg
Last Hamg Email
Aurcggemma  Slephanie[827@yahaa.com
OPEN
OPEN
L ame Email
Boruch almbeachschools.org
Hayden Laura Hayden@palmbeachschoals,org
Willams Evan Williams@palmbeachschools org
ing Maura ols.org
Last Name Email
Sanchez Liiana.Sanchez@palmbeachschools.org
Galvez Jagalve2000@gmail.com
GPEN
wastiams Email
Pirising Kimberly. Pirsina@palmbeachschools.org
O'Brien Ashizy. Obrien@palmbeachschools. org
GPEN
Last Namg Email
Blum Anjelica Blum@palmbeachschoals org
Kapulsa Emma arg
Angelica, wschools.org

Status CPR  COVID  HEAT CARDIAC CONCUSSION

Teacher

Teacher
Status
Teacher
Taacher
Statug. CPR  COVID HEAT GARDIAC CONCUSSION

Teacher

Teacher
Status CPR  COVID HEAT CARDIAC CONCUSSION

Off campus

tatu: CPR  COVID HEAT CARDIAC CONCUSSION
Teacher
Teacher
Toachar
Toacher

Status CPR  COVID HEAT CARDIAC CONCUSS|ON
Teacher
Off Campus

Status CPR COVID HEAT CARDIAC CONCUSSION
Teacher
Teacher

Status CPR  COVID  HEAT CARDIAC CONCUSSION
Taacher
Teacher

Teachar

Activity #_sA) TG AN T
06 Staft._H2 . Shecplscs

Date Rec.d: & ~4-C ¢ L Pages:;r_ll
Rec'd: _'\QM-:E%:«_.QLQ N7 R
Redacted:_ Yes Lho\ M/A_ Réq'd __TBD
ExhibitReference ™~ <4

RECRUITING

BECRUITING

BECEUITING

BRECRUITING

BECRUIING

BECRUITING



Exhibit 12
Math Teacher Anjelica Blum
October 21, 2021,
Email Response

Actvity#__ D - S v ~TT
016 staff,_Gh_. e PRacd

Date Rec'd:_\7&> -z { -2 Iiﬂa'es;__'j;_;_ﬂ
Rec'd: dadde Vrcn é: Vo lam
Redacted: __Yes W02 N/A__Req'd _TBD

Exhibit/Reference #___ NZ




10/22/21, 3:.05 PM " School Dislrict of Palm Beach County Mail - 1.G. investigation

Raobert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschoolis.org>

.G. investigation
2 messages

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org> Thu, Oct 21, 2021 at 1:41 PM
To: Anjelica Blum <anjelica.blum@palmbeachschools.org>

Hi Anjelica,

Reviewing the cash app receipt, bowling supplement you transferred to Wells on December 11, 2020, why did you only
transfer a portion $1,344 of the $2,124 bowling supplement. ..

If further information is needed please contact my office at (561) 649-6877 or px#46877

Rabert L. Sheppard, Jr.

Senior Investigator (SRI)

Office of Inspector General

3138 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite C-306
West Palm Bch, FL 33406

Phone: (561) 649-6877
PX# 46877
Email: Robert.Sheppard@palmbeachschonls.org

anjelica.blum@palmbeachschools.org <anjelica.blum@palmbeachschools.org> Thu, Oct 21, 2021 at 4:53 PM
To: Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>

Hello Mr. Sheppard,

Money was taken out to account for taxes. Please let me know if you have any other questions,

Anjelica Blum

On Oct 21, 2021, at 1:41 PM, Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org> wrote:

Hi Anjelica,
[Quoled text hidden)

hrtpé:!fmail.google.co m/mail/u/0/?ik=53072628e&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3Ar-2356817961401247363&simpl=msg-a%3Ar33110742...  1/1



Exhibit 13
REDACTED
Forest Hill Community High School
(FHCHS)
2019-20 Seasonal Supplement List

Activity # 3 % &0 \L\

06 Staff;,_Ah . SwePPard
Date Rec'd: 5 ~ <9~ Z-\ Pages;__ 2
Rec'd:

Redacted:__Yes __No1 N/A__Req'd _TBD
Exhibit/Reference #: \

B el




JlEarn Codo|[Diescr |lPay Freq_Jjpescr JAmount Due_||Procest u_:j
2020 0581 5A1 SPECIAL ACTIVIT (1 @ 75) HS P SOCIAL STUDIES PLC a 621.00 5/22/2020
2020 0581 FS6 FEMALE SPORTS COA GRI HS WIN 1 GIRLS SOCCER 2124.00 3/16/2020
2020 05B1 501 SPECIAL OLYMPIC (1/2)(FALL)HS F 1205.00 12/9/2019
2020 0581 502 SPECIAL OLYMPIC (1/2}(SPRG]HS P 1205.00 5/11/2020
2020 0581 FBL FOOTBALL HEADCOACH (FALL) HS F 3534.96 12/9/2019
2020 0581 FB3 FOOTBALL HEAD COA (2/3 FIN)HS u 997.04 5/11/2020
2020 0581 FBE FOOTBALL STH GRD COACH HS u 731.50 5/11/2020
2020 0581 5wz SWIMMING ASST COACH (FALLJHS F 2124.00 12/9/2019
2020 0581 BBL BASEBALL HEAD COAC (SPRG) HS P 3611.00 5/11/2020
2020 0581 5A1 SPECIAL ACTIVIT {1 @ 75) HS P BEST BUDDIES 621.00 5/22/2020
2020 0581 BK1 BASKETBALL HEAD COA BOYS HS I 4532.00 3/16/2020
2020 D581 Sa1 SPECIALACTIVIT (1 @ 75) HS P READING PLC 621.00 5/22/2020
2020 0581 SAL SPECIAL ACTWIT (1 @ 75) HS P RECYCLING 621.00 5/22/2020
2020 0581 s HS Soence Club/Fair Coor-Fall F 831.25 12/9/2019
2020 0581 514 HS Science Club/Fair Coor-Wntr | 831.25 4/13/2020
2020 0581 5A1 SPECIAL ACTIVIT (1 @ 75) HS P MATH PLC 621.00 5/22/2020
2020 0sB1 5A1 SPECIAL ACTIVIT (1 @ 75) HS P ENVIROMENTAL CLUB 621.00 5/22/2020
2020 0581 512 HS Science Club/Fair Coor-Fall F 83125 12/9/2019
2020 05B1 54 HS Science Club/Fair Coor-Wntr I 831.25 4/13/2020
2020 0581 SA1 SPECIAL ACTIVIT (1 @ 75) HS P TOURISM CLUB 621.00 5/22/2020
2020 0581 SA1 SPECIAL ACTIVIT (1 @ 75) HS P HOTEL CLUB 621.00 5/22/2020
2020 0581 SA1 SPECIAL ACTIVIT {1 @ 75) HS P ROBOTICS 621.00 5/22/2020
2020 0581 Swi1 SWIMMING HEAD COACH CO-ED HS F 3611.00 12/9/2019
2020 0581 Haydemgaura F cc2 CRUSS COUNTRY GIRLS [FALL) HS F 2410.00 12/9/2019
2020 0581 Hayden,Laura F TK4 TRACK HEAD COACH GIRLS HIGH P 3611.00 5/11/2020
2020 0581 FB2 FOOTBALL ASST COACH (FALL) HS F 2593.50 12/9/2019
2020 0581 FBB FOOTBALL JV COA [2/9 FIN) HS u 731.50 5/11/2020
2020 0581 Doc DOCUMENT CUSTODIAN - AESOP F AESOP 400.00 6/18/2020
2020 0581 FB2 FOOTBALL ASST COACH {FALL} HS F 2593.50 12/9/2019
2020 0581 FB4 FOOTBALL ASST COA (2/9) HS u 731.50 5/11/2020
2020 0581 5C5 SOCCER HEAD COA GIRLS(WIN) HS I 3611.00 3/16/2020
2020 0581 TN TENNIS HEAD COACH BOYS HS iz 2410.00 5/11/2020
2020 0581 CcLL CHEERLEADER VARSITY (FALL) HS F 1805.50 12/9/2019
2020 05B1 cL2 CHEERLEADER VARSITY {WIN) HS I 1B05.50 3/16/2020
2020 0581 SAl SPECIAL ACTIVIT (1 @ 75) HS P CULINARY CLUB 621.00 5/22/2020
2020 0581 DOT1 DANCE/ORILLTEAM (FALL) HS F 2124.00 12/9/201%
2020 0581 WR1 WRESTLING HEAD COACH (WIN) HS I 3611.00 3/16/2020
2020 0581 BK2 BASKETHALL JV COACH BOYS HS ] 3325.00 3/16/2020
2020 0581 5A1 SPECIAL ACTIVIT (1 @ 75) HS F BLACK STUDENT UNION 621.00 5/22/2020
2020 0581 uu!kkl.lia r'éenn BLL BOWLING COACH CO-ED (FALL) HS F 2124.00 12/9/2019
2020 0581 ¢ SC2 SOCCERASST COA BOYS (WIN) HS 1 2124.00 3/16/2020
2020 0581 VBl VOLLEYBALL HEAD COACH BOYS HS P 3611.00 5/11/2020
2020 0581 VBS VOLLEYBALL HEAD COAC GIRLS HS F 3611.00 12/9/2019
2020 0581 FB2 FODTBALLASST COACH (FALL) HS F 259350 12/9/2019
2020 0581 FB4 FOOTBALLASST COA (2/9) HS u 731.50 5/11/2020
2020 0581 s5C3 SOCCER JV COACH BOYS [WIN) HS 1 2757.00 3/16/2020
2020 0581 FBa FOOTBALL ASST COA (2/9) HS u 731.50 5/11/2020
2020 0581 FBS FOOTBALL IV COACH (FALL) HS F 2593.50 12/9/2019
2020 0581 TK2 TRACK ASST COACH BOYS HIGH P 2124.00 5/11/2020
2020 0581 FB7 FOOTBALL 9 GRD COACH(FALL) HS F 2593.50 12/5/2019
2020 0581 F52 FEMALE SPORTS COACH IV HS FALL F VOLLEYBALL 2757.00 12/9/2019
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2020 0581
2020 D581
2020 0581
2020 0581
2020 0581
2020 0581
2020 0581
2020 0581
2020 0581
2020 0581
2020 0581
2020 0581
2020 0581
2020 0581

Blum,Anjeliga L
Blum,Anjelica L
Blum,Anjelica L

‘Wells Byan Jaomes
wells Byan

SM5
SME
51

SA1
cc1
FS5
TX1
5C6
TN3
FB2
FB6
TN2
581
BW1
F54
5C7
FBa
F87
BKE
Fs3
VB2
BKO
SA1
a3
cLa

VOLLEYBALL JV COACH BOYS HS
SPECIAL ACTIVIT (1 @ 75) HS
VOLLEYBALL ASST COA GIRLS HS
FEMALE SPORTS COA VAR HS SPR
SPECIAL ACTIVIT {1 @ 75) HS
SPECIAL ACTIMIT (1 @ 75) HS
FEMALE SPORTS COACH JV HS SPR
SPECIAL ACTIVIT {1 @ 75} HS
TRACK ASST COACH GIRLS HIGH
VOLLEYBALL JV COACH GIRLS HS
FEMALE SPORTS COA GRI HS 5Pt
SPECIAL ACTIVIT (L @ 75) HS
SPECIAL ACTIVIT (1 @ 75) HS
SOFTBALL JV COACH (SPRG) HS
SPECIALACTIVIT (1 @ 75) HS
SPECIALACTIVIT (1 @ 75) HS
SPECIAL ACTIVIT (1 @ 75) HS
SPECIAL ACTIVIT {1 @ 75) HS
GOLF HEAD COACH GIRLS{FALLIHS
SPECIAL ACTIVIT {1 @ 75) HS

Asst Basketball Coach Boys HS
FOOTBALL ASST COACH {FALL) HS
SECME (PER SEMESTER) JUNE HS
SECME (PER SEMESTER] WIN HS
FEMALE SPORTS €OR VAR HS FALL
SOCTER HEAD COA BOYS (WIN) HS
SPECIAL ACTIVIT {1 @ 75) HS
CROSS COUNTRY BOYS {FALL) HS
FEMALE SPORTS COACH JV HS WIN
TRACK HEAD COACH BOYS HIGH
SOCCER ASST COA GIRLS (WIN)HS
TENNIS HEAD COACH GIRLS HS
FOOTEALL ASST COACH (FALL) HS
FOOTBALL JV COA (2/9 FIN) HS
TENNIS ASST COACH BOYS HS
SOFTBALL HEAD COACH {SPRG) HS
BOYS WEIGHTLIFT COACH-5P-HS
FEMALE SPORTS COA VAR HS WIN
SOCCER 4V COACH GIRLS{WIN) HS
FOOTBALL ASST COA (2/9) HS
FOOTBALL 9 GRD COACH[FALL) HS
BASKETBALL JV COACH GIRLS HS
FEMALE SPORTS COA GR9 HS FALL
VOLLEYBALL ASST COA BOYS HS
Asst Basketball Coach Girls HS
SPECIAL ACTIVIT {1 @ 75) HS
CHEERLEADER JV COACH{FALL] HS
CHEERLEADER JV COACH([WIN) HS

TMUVTWVUVWOVEUWVLWNTVOVDUDUND O
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ART CLUB

FLAG FOOTBALL
SOPHOMORE

ALPHA CLUB

FLAG FOOTBALL
STUDENTS ACTIVITIES
GIRLS TRACK

FLAG FOOTBALL
FRESHMAN CLUB

GAY STRAIGHT ALLIANCE
KEY CLUB

SCIENCE PLC

HOSA CLUB

STUDENTS AGAINST MEL.

ACE MENTORSHIP

BOWLING

CAMPUS LIFE CLUB

GIRLS WEIGHTLIFTING

GIRLS WEIGHTLIFTING

VOLLEYBALL

ASIAN CULTURE CLUB

2757.00
621.00
2124.00
3611.00
621.00
621.00
2757.00
621.00
2124.00
2757.00
2124.00
621.00
621.00
2757.00
621.00
621.00
621.00
621.00
212a4.00
621.00
2124.00
2593.50
1264.00
1284.00
3611.00
3611.00
621.00
2410.00
2757.00
3611.00
2124.00
2410.00
2593.50
73150
2124.00
3611.00
2124.00
3611.00
275700
73150
2593.50
3325.00
2124.00
2124.00
2124.00
621.00
1062.00
1062.00

5/11/2020
5/22/2020
12/9/2019
5/11/2020
5/22/2020
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5/11/2020
6/18/2010
6/18/2020
12/9/2019
5/11/2010
5/22/2020
5/22/2020
5/11/2020
5/22/2020
5/22/2020
5/22/2020
5/22/2020
12/9/2019
5/22/2020
3/16/2020
12/9/2019
5/11/2020
3/16/2020
12/9/2018
3/16/2020
5/22/2020
12/9/1019
3/16/2020
5/11/2020
3/16/2020
5/11/2020
12/5/2013
5/11/2020
5/22/2020
5/11/2020
5/11/2020
3/16/2020
3/16/2020
5/11/2020
4/13/2020
3/16/2020
12/58/2018
5/11/2020
3/16/2020
5/22/2020
12/9/2019
3/16/2020



Exhibit 14
District PeopleSoft
Personnel Record,

Lauren Burk

Activity #.__2_\ —()(_,\\—\ S W

0IG Staff:_ A . ;,éx{ &M__,,

Date Rec'd:_ < _- \ dELS
Rec'd:_PeepleDuly — DD PR
Redacted:__Yes _(No» N/A _ Req'd TBD
Exhibit/Reference #: [

p—




911312021

Main Menu -

Favoriles v

Work Location Joh Information

Employee
Work Location
Effective Date
Effective Sequence

HR Status

Payrol| Status

Position Number

Paosition Entry Date

Regulatory Reglon
Company

Business Unit
Department
Department Entry Date
Location

Establishment ID

Last Start Date

Expected Job End Date

Job Data

Save Return lo Search

Employment Data

Job Data

Warklarce Administratian ~ Jab Information - Job Data
Jab Labor Payroll Salary Plan Compensalian P8 Job Dala
Empl ID
Empl Record 0
Find Firsl 1of1 ' Last
0740212020 Bete Haw
0 Action Dala Change
Aclive Reason End of Probalian
Active Job Indicator Primary Job
Currant i':'(
10105481 Coordinalor Single Sch Culture
Override Posttion Data Addl Pay
02/20/2020
Position Management Record

usa United Stales
PBC Scheol Dist of Palm Beach Co
SDPBC School Dist of Palm Beach Co
0581 Forest Hill High
08/22/2011
0581 Foresl Hill High
SDPBC School Dist Of Paim Beach Co Date Created 07/01/2020

0812272011
End Job Automatically

Earnings Dislribulian Benefils Pragram Parlicipalion

Carrect History

Include History

Previous in List Next in Lisl Nalify Refresh Update/Display

Wark Localion | Jab Informalion | Job Labar | Payrall | Salary Plan | Compensalion | PB Job Dala

Activity #: __«
0IG Staff:_~ 44 ]
Date Rec'd: 4 - }2 -2\ |
Rec'd:
Redacted: _ Yes j ;

Exhibit/Reference # 1.3

https:/lerp.palmbeach.k12.1l.us:8005/psp/HRPRD/EMPLOYEE/HRMS/c/ADMINISTER_WORKFORCE_(GBL).PERSONAL_DATA.GBL?Folder=MYFA...  1/1



2/2/22,12:30 PM School District of Palm Beach County Mail - Athletic Supplements

Robert Sheppard <rnbert.sheppard@gaimbeachschools,arg>

Athletic Supplements

2 messages
Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org> Tue, Feb 1, 2022 at 11:56 AM
Ta: Nancy Samuels <nancy.samuels@palmbeachschools.org>

Good morning Ms. Samuels,

My name is Robert Sheppard with the District's Inspectar General Office and I'm currently conducting an investigation at Forest Hifl Community High
School, the investigation involves athletic supplements. Respectfully, would you please review the below questions and advise.

* Are Single School Culture Coordinators identified as administrators?
* Are Single Schoel Culture Coordinator eligible to receive athletic supplements?

Robert L. Sheppard, Jr.

Senior Investigator (SRI)

Office of Inspector General

3138 Forest Hill Blvd,, Suite C-306

West Palm Bch, FL 334086

Phone; (561) 649-6877

PX# 46877

Email: Robert. Sheppard@palmbeachschaols.org

Naney Samuels <nancy.samuels@palmbeachschools.org> Wed, Feb 2, 2022 at 12:09 P\

To: Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>
Cc: Bertha Beltran <bertha.beltran@palmbeachscheols.org>, TER! JENSEN <leri. jensen@palmbeachschaools.org>, Barbara Colombrita

<barbara.colombrita@palmbeachschoals.org>

Mr. Sheppard,
Sorry | was.out of the office yesterday. If no teachers are willing to perform the duties at the school, the principalis permitted (o have other employees

fulfill the job. Dtherwise, the student body would suffer (programs would not be available to them).
| believe HR reviews cases that are out of the ordinary.

Nancy

[Quoted text hidden]

https://mai.'.goog!e.cam!rnai!/u/O/?ik=5307f26289&vﬁew=pr&search=a!f&permthr‘d=thread—a%3Ar-135209146393???35?&simpf=msg-a%3Ar-133556667’... 111



1/31/22, 10:38 AM School District of Palm Beach County Mail - Question-athletic supplements

|Quoted tex! hiddan]

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org> Mon, Dec 6, 2021 at 11:54 AM

To: Valerie Miyares <valerie.miyares@palmbeachschools.crg>
Ce: Yelta Greene <yetla.greene@palmbeachschools.org>

Ms. Miyares,

Raference your response to my initial question posed to you in September 2021 regarding administrators (Single School Culture Coordinators)
receiving an athletic supplement.......Question, is there a District palicy, a school operating procedure, or any guidelines that supports Single School
Culture Coordinators receiving a supplement(s) the same as instructional-line employees?

If further clarity is needed, respectfully, please caontact me at (561) 649-6877 or PX#46877

Roberl L. Sheppard, Jr.

Senior Investigalor (SRI)

Office of Inspector General

3138 Forest Hill Blvd., Suile C-306

Weslt Palm Bch, FL 33406

Phone: (561).649-6877

PXH 46877

Email: Robert.Sheppard@palmbeachschools.org

On Mon, Sep 20, 2021 al 10:56 AM Valerie Miyares <valerie.miyares@palmbeachschools.org> wrote:

{Quoted text hidden]

Valerie Miyares <valerie.miyares@palmbeachschools.org> Man, Dec 6, 2021 at 2:10 PM

To: Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>
Cc: Yetta Greene <yetta.greene@palmbeachschools.arg>

Single School Culture Coordinators are an "S2" on the pay scale and fall under the administrative level. If's my understanding that personnel who are
considered administrators are not eligible for supplement pay. | would have to check in with Accounting on the District policy. | can be back to you in a
bit.

[Quoted taxt hidden)

[Quoted text wdden]

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>
To: Valerie Miyares <valerie.miyares@palmbeachschaools.org>

Mon, Dec 6, 2021 at 2:47 PM

ok

Rabert L. Sheppard, Jr.

Senior Investigator (SRI)

Office of Inspector General

3138 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite C-306

West Palm Beh, FL 33406

Phone: (661) 649-6877

PXiH 46877

Email: Robert.Sheppard@paimbeachschoals.org

[Quoated text hidden]

Valerie Miyares <valerie.miyares@palmbeachschools.org> Mon, Dec 6, 2021 at 2:48 PM

To: Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>
Cc: Yetta Greene <yella.greene@palmbeachschools.org>

| have confirmed with Compensation that the Singie School Culture Coordinator position Is not efigible for supplement pay since they are not an

instructional position. 3
[Quoted lext hidden)
[Qualed lext hidden]

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org> Mon, Dec 6, 2021 at 3:31 PM

To: Valerie Miyares <valerie.miyares@palmbeachschools.org>

Again thank you!!l......Question, could you please define what is the supplement "winter-sport & fall/sport female”..

Rober! L. Sheppard, Jr.

Senior Investigator (SRI)

Office of Inspector General

3138 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite C-3086

West Palm Bch, FL 33406
Phone: (561) 649-6877

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=5307f2628e&view=pi&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3Ar8251579602463157914&simpl=msg-a%3Ar825323208... 2/3




1/31/22, 10:39 AM School District of Palm Beach County Mail - Question-athletic supplements

PXi#t 46877
Email: Robert. Sheppard@palmbeachschools.org

[Quoted text hidden]

Valerie Miyares <valerie.miyares@palmbeachschools.org> Mon, Dec 6, 2021 at 3:37 PM

To: Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>

Athletic supplements are the one time, seasonal assigned dollar amount for coaching a sport.
"Head Varsity Boys Basketball Coach"

"Female Sports Varsity Coach”
[Quated text hidden]
[Quoted text hidden]

Robert Sheppard <roberl.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org> Mon, Dec 6, 2021 at 3;4d PM

To: Valerie Miyares <valerie.miyares@palmbeachschools.org>

Thank yau!!

Rabert L. Sheppard, Jr.

Senior Investigator (SRI)

Office of Inspector General

3138 Forest Hill Blvd., Sulte G-306

West Palm Beh, FL 33406

Phone: (561) 649-6877

PXit 46877

Email: Robert.Sheppard@palmbeachschools.org

[Quoled text hidden)

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=5307f2628e&view=pt&search=all&permihid=thread-a%3Ar8251579602463157914&simpl=msg-a%3Ar825323208... 3/3



1/31/22, 10:39 AM School District of Palm Beach County Mail - Question-athletic supplements

Question-athletic supplements
11 messages

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@paimbeachschools.org>

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachscheols.org> Thu, Sep 16, 2021 at 10:51 AM

To: TERI Jensen <teri.jensen@palmbeachschools.org>

Good marning Terri,

This is Robert from the IG's Office.....Are administrators (Single School Culture Coordinators) eliginle/allowed to receive an athletic supplemant??

Robert L. Sheppard, Jr.

Senior Investigator (SRI)

Office of Inspector General

3138 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite C-306

West Palm Beh, FL 33406

Phone: (561) 649-6877

PXi# 46877

Email: Robert. Sheppard@palmbeachschools.org

TERI Jensen <teri.jensen@palmbeachschools.org> Thu, Sep 16, 2021 at 11:49 AM

To: Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschaols.org>, Valerie Miyares <valerie.miyares@palmbeachschools.org>, Yetta Greene
<yelta.greene@palmbeachschools.org>

Mr. Sheppard, | am including Valerie Miyares and Yetta Greene in this email as they oversee athletic programs.

Valerie and Yetta, can you please answer Mr. Sheppard's question?

Thank you--Teri

[Quoled {exl hidden|

Teri Jensen

Payroll Manager

Accounting Services/Payrall
561-434-8944
leri.jensen@palmbeachschools.arg

Valerie Miyares <valerie.miyares@palmbeachschoals.org>
To: TERI Jensen <teri.jensen@palmbeachschoeols.org>
Cc: Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>, Yetta Greene <yetta.greene@palmbeachschools.org>

Only administrative level persennel are ineligible for supplements. These positions usuaily fall on the instructional line and would be eligible for
supplement pay.

Valerie Miyares, MS, CAA

Manager - District Athletics
Palm Beach County School District

Office: (561) 434-7341

[Quoted lex! hidden]

Man, Sep 20, 2021 at 10:56 AM

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org> Mon, Sep 20, 2021 at 10:57 AM

To: Valerie Miyares <valerie.miyares@palmbeachschoals.org>

Thank you for the clarification..
[Quoted text hidden]

https://mail.goagle.com/mail/u/0/?ik=530712628e&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3Ar8251579602463157914&simpl=msg-a%3Ar825323208. ..
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Exhibit 15
REDACTED
Forest Hill Community High School
(FHCHS)
Bowling Team

Activity # %\ﬁ -0\ "5\;3:
0IG Staft._W . Shne pPacd
Date Rec'd: 3 -5 -2y Pages: 5
Rec'd S vter K i e rm
Redacted: _ Yes E@:LN/A __Reg'd __TBD
Exhibit/Reference #: A\
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2020 SCHEDULE

MATCHES

{%ﬂ J PRACTICE

e

$2.00 PER PERSON PER GAME
$ 1.00 PER PERSON PER GAME

L

Practice starts at 3:30 promptly!

Please be on time!

ALL MATCHES AND PRACTICES MUST BE HELD AT THIS CENTER

LANES #
Bowling ‘ ‘
Match# Date Center 1-2 5-6 9-10 13-14 17-18 21-22 ) 25-26 29-30 33-34 37-38 41-42 45-46
10715 1-2 |21-22| 3-4 |23-24| 5-6 | 2526 7-8 |27-28 |0210F|29:30:) 11-12 | 31-32
1 | THUR | Jupiter| =~ 2| -4 123241 56 | 25261 T- -28 | $9=10F| 29:303) 11- -
10722 | E Y -
> | THUR | Jupiter| 108 |30-28 62 |26-22| 123 | 32-23 BOSITR B9 17 | 2127 45 {2425
10729 = -
3 | THUR | Ju plter{;gg—:mmas 1-10 |21-30| 11-4 | 31-24 | 5-12 | 2532 | 82 |2822| 67 | 2627
11/5 s ‘
4 | THUR | Jupiter| 127 |3227| 58 |25-28 9259|2902 | 104 | 30-24 | 116 | 31-26 | 13 | 2123
11712 |
5 | THUR | Jupiter| 118 | 3128 §97529:27| 1-5 | 21-25| 63 |26-23|10-12 | 3032 | 2-4 | 22-24
Novembed Lo — M%M{GMM

NoREmdsen 30 -

Tn

L= M @@ng&w




Team #

1 Wellington - Boys 21 Wellington - Girls
2 Pahokee - Boys 22- Pahokee - Girls
3 Royal Palm Beach - Boys 23 Royal Palm Beach - Girls
4 Palm Beach Central - Boys 24 Palm Beach Central - Girls
5 Lake Worth - Boys - 25 Lake Worth - Girls
= 6 Riveria Beh Prep- Boys 26 Riveria Beach Prep - Girls *
7 John L. Leonard - Boys 27 John L. Leonard - Girls
% 8 Somerset Canyons -Boys 28 Somerset Canyons -Girls *
9 Forest Hill - Boys 29 Forest Hill - Girls
10 Glades Central - Boys 30 Glades Central - Girls
* 11 King's Academy - Boys - 31 King's Academy - Girls  *

* 12 Greenacres Christian - Boys 32 Greenacres Christian - Girls *

District Tournaments- NONE THIS YEAR STATE FINALS - NOV 3RD AND 4TH

Each school should have their own awards presentation !
* Teams not eligible for Division Championship
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8/e/2021 Scheol District of Paltn Beach County Mail - Fwd: Bowling Ples

SCHOQLWIDE

-mmmmeee FOrwarded message ———

From: Lauren Cook <lauren.cook@palmbsachschools.org>
Date: Bat, Nov 14, 2020 at 7:00 AM

Subject: Bowling Pics

To: <lauren.cook@palmbeachschools.org>

13 attachmen

| IMG-5208.jpg
2065K

IMG-5210.jpgy
2038K

IMG-5211.jpg
1832K

IMG-5215 jpg
1848K

hittpe:imall.google.com/mailiw/07ik=53072628e&view=pl&search=altdpermthid=thread-1%3A 17072757068151056878simplmag1% 3A17072757088..,  2/4




8/af2021 School District of Palm Bsach County Mall - Fwd: Bowling Ples

ING-5218.jpg
1601K

IMG-5298.Jpg
2217K

IMG-5299.jpg
2253K

IMG-5300.jpg
2171K

IMG-~5302.Jpg
1690K
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8612021 8chooi Distrist of Palm Baach County Mail - Fwd: Bowling Plcs

MG-5304.ijpg
1800K

IMG-5308.]pg
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1871K

IMG-5312.jpg
1851K

hitps:fimail.google.com/mailfu/0ik=5307(2628ed view=pt8search=alldpermthic=thread-{%3A 170727 5706815195887 &simpl=msg-F%3A17072757088...
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8/6/2021 8chool District of Palm Beach County Mail - Fwd: Bowling Pics

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>

Fwd: Bowling Pics

1 message

Esther Rivera <esther.rivera@palmbeachschools.org> Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 1:36 PM
To: Robert Sheppard <roberl.sheppard@palmbeachschcols.org>

Here are some pics of our bowling team,

Esther M. Rivera

Principal

Fargst Hlll Community High Schual

A Title One, 1B World School

8007 Parkar Avenua, WPB, Fl, 33405
P BBY-640-2400

Follavr me on Twilier: Folfow otir Schaok
Home of tha Mighty Falcona! #ThislsThekil

ee-em—me Forwarded message -----—--

From: Lauren Burk <lauren.burk@palmbeachschools.org>
Date: Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 1:21 PM

Subject: Fwd: Bowling Pics

To: Esther Rlvera <esther.rivera@palmbeachschools.org>

Bowling pics!

I'm not sure if I have any of Wells or I bowling though lol
Lauren Burk

Single School Culture Coordinator

561-540-3089
Follow me on twitter! ®_}oCook

mmcnreen FOPWERdED MESSAQE ~emvmnmne
Frorn: Lauren Cook <lauren.cock@paimbeachschools.org>
Date: Wed, Dec 2, 2020 at 2:21 PM

Subject: Fwd: Bowling Plcs
To: Sergio-Manuel Martinez <g26417170@stu.palmbeachschools.org>

Lauren Cook
Single School Cuiture Cogrdinator
AVID Coordinator

Follow me on fwitter!

hitps:/fimail.google.comfmal ULIIO?lk=53l'}7f26288&vi.ew=pt&s sarch=ali&permthid=thread-f%3A170727 5708815195687 &simpl=mag-f%3A17072757068...
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Exhibit 16
Ryan Wells August 30, 2021,
Email Response

Activity #: X }MM
0IG Staft_Shh » ez __p_ﬁ;;(,_HM

Date Recd: & "3 2\ Pages: &=
99861%4%%
Redacted:__YeSs igﬁ ] N/A_Reqg'd __

ExhibitReference &£ Ale

i



9/13/2021 School District of Palm Beach County Mail - Documents Discussed-Ryan Wells FHCHS

R T L T
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Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org> Thu, Aug 19, 2021 at 7:38 AM
To: Ryan Wells <r.wells@palmbeachschools.org>

Thank you Sir....

Raobert L. Sheppard, Jr.

Senior Investigator (SRI)

Office of Inspector General

3138 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite C-306

West Palm Bceh, FL 33408

Phone: (561) 649-6877

PX# 46877

Email: Robert.Sheppard@palmbeachschools.org

[Quated text hidden)

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org> Maon, Aug 30, 2021 at 2:50 PM
To: Ryan Wells <r.wells@palmbeachschools.org>

Hi Ryan,
Afternoon sir,

I'm wrapping up this investigation, and | have a few uncertainties which require your attention........ Question - Did Burk
actively participate (2019-20 & 2020-21) as the assistant coach for Soccer & Bowling? .......

Robert L. Sheppard, Jr.

Senior Investigator (SRI)

Office of Inspector General

3138 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite C-306

West Palm Bch, FL 33406

Phone: (561) 649-6877

PXit 46877

Email: Robert.Sheppard@palmbeachschools.org

htlps;ﬂmail.goog!e.com/mailfulO?ik=530?f26289&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1 708443820170754773&simpl=msg-f%3A17084438291... 3/4



9/13/2021 School District of Palm Beach County Mail - Documents Discussed-Ryan Wells FHCHS

On Wed, Aug 18, 2021 at 11:03 AM Ryan Wells <rwells@palmbeachschools.org> wrote:
[Quoled text hidden]

Ryan Wells <r.wells@palmbeachschools.org> Mon, Aug 30, 2021 at 3:41 PM

To: Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>

Mr. Sheppard,
Nice to hear from you.
She did indeed participate in both sports for both years.

FY20: Her and | took over bowling as the past coaches did not want to do it. This is when we assumed there were 2
stipends as there were two coaches hefore us (Williams and Myles). There was only 1; so we shared it.
FY20: She did all the paperwark, fundraising, senior night etc. and attended a majority of the home games.

FY21: We both did bowling expecting to split the one stipend again.
FY21: She did soccer for me (same as listed above) after Ms. Hayden stated she was unable to do it for me.

If you need documents please let me know and | can definitely find them. Most likely they are at schoal so | would need
to send them to you tomorrow as | have left for the day.

Sincerely,

Mr. Wells
[Quoted lext hidden]

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org> Tue, Aug 31, 2021 at 6:48 AM
To: Ryan Wells <r.wells@palmbeachschools.org>

Good morning and thank you.....

Activity #:____ .
Robert L. Sheppard, Jr. Q\Kﬂ Eﬂaﬁil_ N
Senicr Investigator (SRI) DateRec'd:  Pages.__
Office of Inspector General Rec'd: _ )
3138 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite C-306 Redacted:__Yes No N/A__Reqg'd __TBD
West Palm Bch, FL 33406 hibi f_ij“ﬁ' T
Phane: (561).649-6877 Exhibit/Reference #
PXH 46877

Email: Robert.Sheppard@palmbeachschools.org

[Quoted text hidden]

htips:/.’maiI.google.com/mai!/ufO?ik=5307f26289&view=pt&search=a|\&permthid=ihread—f%3m7084438291?O?S4T?3&simpl=msg-f%3A17084438291 .. 44



Exhibit 17

Ryan Wells January 11, 2022, email reply
from

20-day letter

Activity #_2 - CECJ&"\ . ‘
0IG Staff: _ilk_&( Bl ppmc(
Jate Regd:_{ ~ (-2 Page'
Rec'd: L«\Ar...s {ode \ 3
Redacted: Yes 0! N/A_ Reg'd __TBD
Exhibit/Reference #~- -~ { “#—
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January 11, 2022
Response to case 21-0014-1
Please include this statement in the final report of the above mentioned investigation,

After reviewing this report in its entirety, | would like to state my involvement as it is not
clearly stated in the report by the inspector general. | was the bowling coach in 2020 of which
there is only one stipend. Ms. Blum received this stipend and then transferred it to me as | was
the correct recipient of this stipend. In retrospect, we should have handled this situation
differently by having Ms. Blum return the stipend to the district and then it being sent to me. |
understand the way we did this was incorrect but the money did end up with the person who
was the coach. Ms. Burk kindly volunteered with bowling. | decided that | would give her part of
my deserved stipend (not a second stipend) as she helped at all the bowling matches. As the
report states, this stipend was given to Ms. Blum by mistake so | am not sure how the findings
can state this is a kickback scheme or that | enlisted others to receive an undeserved stipend..

In regard to the soccer stipend, the report correctly states that | told the athletic director
that Ms. Hayden was going to be the assistant coach. When she was unable to fulfill this duty |
told the athletic director that Ms. Burk would be taking Ms. Hayden's role as assistant coach.
This is also stated in the report. As both of these statements are in the report, again, | am not
sure how the inspector general is able to make the claim that there is evidence of a kickback
scheme or that | enlisted others as | was not involved with stipend disbursement, did not receive
any of this stipend, nor did | claim people were coaching that were not actually coaching.

Sincerely,

Ryan Wells AF'[VILV #. 20 - S lY -~ S~V F
0IG Staff. G . Stag jyfmpp%/cﬂ__ N
Date Reg'd: §-1¢-2'2 _ Pages: C ]
Rec'd: (,L-_g__ a._,_nl.wé Li.&) .
Redacieo: i No __N/A Hm’; d__TED

vhlhl!/ﬁafcrerace **'_ﬁ,_},ﬂ;@w



1/13/22, 10:02 AM

FH Case

2 messages
Ryan Wells <r.wells@palmbeachschools.org>

To: Rabert Sheppard <Robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>
Cc: Oscar Restrapo <oscar.restrepo@palmbeachschools.org>

Mr. Sheppard,

Please attach my official statement to the case 21-0014-I
Respectfully,

Ryan Wells

Mr. Ryan Wells
Single School Culture Cocrdinator: North Region

Secondary Mathematics
Twitter: @ThisisRyanWells

=3 RW-Response to case 21-0014-l.pdf
“3 48K

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>
To: Ryan Wells <r.wells@palmbeachschools.org>

Thank you Ryan,

| will attach your response to the FHCHS investigative report (1G#21-0014-1)...

Respectfully,
Robert Sheppard
[Quoted text hidden]

Robert L. Sheppard, Jr.

Senior Investigater (SRI)

Office of Inspector General

3138 Farest Hill Blvd., Suite C-308

West Palm Beh, FL 33406
Phone: (561) 649-6877
PX# 46877

Email: Robert. Sheppard@palmbeachschools.org

School District of Paim Beach County Mail - FH Case

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>

Wed, Jan 12, 2022 at 5:02 PM

Wed, Jan 12, 2022 at 5:29 PM

hitps://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?1k=5307{2628e&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-%3A1721787966602692797 &simpl=msg-f%3A17217879666. ..
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Exhibit 18

Laura Hayden January 14, 2022, email

reply
from
20-day letter

Activity #:<3 V ~ S (Y-

0IG Sta l___i‘lj(._Lu( LLJV C%i é
Date Rec'd:_{ - |f.22 P’IQD
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Response to Draft Report for Office of Ingpector General

Case No. 21-0014.1
Forest Hill Community High School Misappropriation/dthletic Supplements

After reviewing the draft report, I would like to address the following concerns, as I balieve
some findings by the Inspector General are inaccurate, There are discrepancies from the fignres and
exhibits, and the follow-up notes by the Inspector General,

I never approached the wrestling coach (Toulssant), Athletic Director (Kotouch), or Principal
(Rivera) to enlist myseif as the wrestling cosclu As the report states, when the stipend st wag given to
the ptincipal, my name was not on the document. The report also states that Ms. Rivera gave the
stipend by mistake. IfI was not listed on this document and the principal admits (o her error, this
cannot be evidence of a kickback scheme or enlisting others,

At the start of soccer season I did agree with the head boys’ soccer conch, Ryan Wells, to be his
nssistant coach. During this time, T was still in season as the girls’ cross country coach. The season
was extended to make up for the late start of the school year due to COVID-19, Therefore, the two
sports (cross country, a fall spost, and soccer, a winter sport) overlapped and 1 could no longer commit
to helping Ryan Wells. In turn, Lauren Burk stepped in and took over as the boys® assistant soccer
coach,

I am not ax employee with access to payroll or inpuiting stipends. If a closer look s taken at
the exhibits that the Inspector General included in the draft report, the stipend I received was in my
paycheck on March 12, 2021 while all other winter sport stipends were batched and received on March
Ist, 2021, If the stipend I received was entered weaks later, it must have been done purposely by an
administrator with access as all other winter stipends had already been dispersed,

When I received the stipend in niy paycheck and iis description tead WRESTLING JV COACH
(WINTER) HS, I mistakenly presumed athletic stipends could be allocated as needed by the principal
based on her coaching negds. This has occurred multiple times in the past with coaches,




11422, 4:45 PM " School District of Palm Beach County Mail - 21-0014- Forest Hill Community High Schoal

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>

21-0014-1 Forest Hill Community High School

2 messages

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org> Tue, Dec 7, 2021 at 2:55 PM

To: Laura Hayden <laura.hayden@palmbeachschools.org>

Ms. Hayden,

Attached below is a copy of investigative repert 21-0014-I/FHCHS....Please review the report in its entirety and note that you have 20-work days to
respond. The 20th warkday ends January 14, 2022.

If further information is needed you may contact me at (561) 649-6877 or PX#46877

Thank Yau...

Rabert L. Sheppard, Jr.

Senior Investigator (SRI)

Office of Inspector General

3138 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite C-308

West Palm Bch, FL 33406

Phone; (561) 649-6877

PX# 46877

Email: Robert. Sheppard@palmbeachschoals.arg

-] L.Hayden 20-Memo - ROl.pdf
17708K

Laura Hayden <laura.hayden@palmbeachschools,org>
To: Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>

Thu, Jan 13, 2022 at 8:51 PM

Good evening,

Please see attached for my response to the report.

Ms. Laura Hayden, M
Forest Hill Community High School
L1th & 12th Grade AVID Elective Teacher

World Language Teacher

[Quoled text hidden)

“ﬂ I0G Draft Report Response.pdf
— 57K

https:/imail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=5307f2628e&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3Ar5533735793604029788&simpl=msg-a%3Ar-35303820... 1/1



Exhibit 19

Principal Esther Rivera
January 14, 2022,
email reply
from
20-day letter

Activity #:_ R | & (Y -
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1/14/22, 4:47 PM School District of Palm Beach County Mail - Fwd: Scanned image from Forest Hill High

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@paimbeachschools.org>

Fwd: Scanned image from Forest Hill High

1 message
Esther Rivera <esther.rivera@palmbeachschocls.org> Fri, Jan 14, 2022 at 3:17 PM
To: Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschaols.org>

Cc: Jose Fred <jose.fred@palmbeachschools.org>, Karen Whetsell <karen.whetsell@palmbeachschools.org>

Please see attached respanse regarding OIG Gase No. 21-0014-l. Thank you.

Esther M. Rivera

Pnncipal

Forest Hill Community High School
A Title One, IB Waorld Schoal

6801 Parker Avenue, WPB, Fl. 33405
P: 561-540-2400

Foliow me on Twitter:

---------- Forwarded message —-------
From: secanner@palmbeachschools.org <scanner@palmbeachschaols.org>
Date: Fri, Jan 14, 2022 at 3:09 PM

Subject: Scanned image from Forest Hill High

To: <esther.rivera@palmbeachschaols.org>

Reply to: Esther Rivera <esther.rivera@palmbeachschaols.org>
Device Name: Forest Hill High

Device Model: MX-M565N

Location: Rm1-1124A

File Format: PDF (Medium)
Resaolution: 200dpi x 200dpi

Attached file is scanned image in PDF format.
Use Acrobat(R)Reader(R) or Adobe(R)Reader(R) of Adobe Systems Incorporated ta view the document.

Adabe(R)Reader(R) can be downlcaded from the following URL:
Adobe, the Adobe logo, Acrobat, the Adobe PDF logo, and Reader are registered trademarks ar trademarks of Adobe Systems Incorporated in the

United States and other countries.

http./fwww.adobe.com/

'_'.':‘] scanner@palmbeachschools.org_20220114_134546.pdf
= 380K

https://mail. google.com/mail/u/0/?7ik=6307f26 28e&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1721 962549237326564&simpl=msg-f%3A17219625492... 1/1



Forest Hill Community High School
6901 Parker Avenue
West Palm Beach, FL 33405
Phone 561-540-2400 Fax 561-582-3026

January 14, 2022

Re: 21-0014-1

To Whom It May Concern:

In Response to Investigative Report #21-0014-1 from the Office of Inspector General in the School District of Palm
Beach County regarding Allegation #2:

Forest Hill Commumity High Schoal (FHCHS) Principal Esther Rivera violated Florida Statute 1012.28¢1) and 3
Public School Personnel, Duties of School Principals, and School Board Policy, 1.014.1.2. Responsibilities of
Principals, by erroneously approving athletic assistant coaches supplements for employees that did not coach the
pertinent sports, thus enabling staff to wltimaiely to misapporpriate monies.

1 agree that [ “erroneously” approved athletic supplements for employees that did not coach the pertinent spart. |
do not agree that this action resulted in “enabling staff to misappropriate funds” through the use of cash-apps and
other methods in exchanging monies not merited between other stall members. Additionally, it is imperative that
this investigation provides a foundation for a universal systems-based approach to be created by the School District
of Palm Beach County when School Principals are approving athletic stipends as currently there is none existing
district-wide. Since [ learned of my error, prior to this investigation conunencing, [ contacted the Department of
Professional Standards and my instructional superintendent to make them awarc of the mistake I made. Lastly,
created a school-based system in which coaches must acknowledge the responsibilities of their coaching positions,
provide evidence of practices and games and maintain records of students/stafT involved in order to receive a

stipend.

Esther M. Rivera
Principal



Exhibit 20

Single School Culture Coordinator
Lauren Burk
email reply
from
20-day letter




1/19/22, 10:04 AM School District of Palm Beach County Mail - 20-0014-I Forest Hill Community High School

20-0014-] Forest Hill Community High School

4 messages

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschoals.org> Tue, Dec 7, 2021 at 2:50 PM

To: Lauren Burk <lauren.burk@palmbeachschools.org>

Good afternoon Ms, Burk

Attached is a copy of investigative report 21-0014-I/FHCHS..... Please review the report in its entirety and note that you have 20-workdays to respond.
The 20th workday ends January 14, 2022,

If further information is needed please do not hesitate to contact me at (561) 649-6877 or PX# 46877

Thank you.

Raobert L. Sheppard, Jr.
Senior Investigator (SRI)
Office of Inspector General

3138 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite C-306

West Palm Bch, FL 33406

Phone: (561) 649-8877

PX# 46877

Email: Roberl.Sheppard@palmbeachschools.org

- L.Burk 20-day Memo-ROI.pdf
= 17686K

Lauren Burk <lauren.burk@palmbeachschools,org> Tue, Dec 7, 2021 at 6:34 PM

To: Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>
Good evening,
| have had the oppartunity to read the report and have several questions, as well as, items I would like to discuss.
Please let me know a good time to contact you.
With appreciation,

Lauren
(Quoled lexl hidden]

Lauren Burk
Single School Culture Coordinator

SCHOOLWIDE

Robert Sheppard <robert.sheppard@palmbeachschoals.org> Tue, Dec 7, 2021 at 6:59 PM

To: Lauren Burk <lauren.burk@palmbeachschools.arg>

I'm available at the office until 7:10 PM today- or you may contact me tomarrow after 4;00 PM to 7:00 PM
[Quoled text hidden)

[Quoted text hidden)]

Lauren Burk <faurem.burk@palmbeachschools.org> Fri, Jan 14, 2822 at 9.31 PM

To: Robert Sheppard <rebert.sheppard@palmbeachschools.org>, Oscar Restrepo <oscar.restrepo@palmbeachschools.org>
Good evening,

Please include the below response in the 21-0014-/FHCHS Report.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/C/?ik=5307f2628e&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3Ar7 33535546210039798 2&simpl=msg-a%3Ar733035801...
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1/19/22, 10:04 AM School District of Palm Beach Caunty Mail - 20-0014-| Forest Hill Community High School

Thank you for the opportunity to review the draft of report 21-0014-/FHCHS. Though | respect the findings of the Investigator, | would
like to state a few items in this report that are incorrect and written in a negative connotation by the Investigator.

In multiple places within the report, the Investigator states that the stipend list my former Principal, Ms. Esther Rivera, submitted
"disapproved” of me receiving any stipends as | was the Single School Culture Coordinator (SSCC) at the school at the time of this
investigation. This stipend list is a list of coaches' names and what sport they are coaching. It is not a document of notes stating who
is approved or not approved for stipends. This list does not state that | requested and was denied a stipend as the Investigator
eluded. Also, at no point did | ask Ms. Rivera or anyone to provide me with a stipend for any sport while | was the Single School
Culture Coordinator. It is also important to note that the IG states | was paid stipends in 2020 after becoming SSCC for work | had
completed as a coach and sponsor prior to becoming SSCC within the same school year. Per Human Resources, it was appropriate
far me to receive these stipends; however, the Investigator contacted the Manager of Athletics rather than Human Resources to
confirm if the payments were acceptable.

In regard to the money that was sent to me for coaching both bowling and soccer: | told Mr. Ryan Wells that | would assist him
with the Fall bowling team, as | had the previous year, and soccer when Ms. Laura Hayden found she could no lenger do so. There is
only one bowling stipend per school. Mr. Wells was kind enough to send me some of his stipend though | did not request or expect
this money. Also, as stated above, | did not receive an additional stipend, but rather | was given some of Mr. Wells' as he saw fit. In
regard to soccer, Ms. Hayden stated to me that she received a stipend that she believed was for saccer as she was initially the
Assistant Coach for soccer before telling Mr. Wells she could not assist. Ms. Hayden knew that | had supported Mr. Wells with the
soccer team throughout the entire season and she sent me her stipend though | did not request it from her. The Investigator states
that | enlisted people to receive stipends. At no point did | ask for or expect any stipends for helping these two teams.

Additionally, in the ten years | worked at Forest Hill Community High School, | coached and sponsored various activities each

year. Never have | received money for work that | did not complete or enlist others to provide me money.

With appreciation,
Lauren Burk

Lauren Burk
Single School Culture Coordinator

Q)

On Tue, Dec 7, 2021 at 2:51 PM Rcbert Sheppard <robert.sheppard @palmbeachschools.org> wrote:
[Quoled texl hidden]

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=5307f2628e&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3Ar7335355462100397982&simpl=msg-a%3Ar733038801... 2/2



